
cootie catcher fortunes for kids

cootie catcher fortunes for kids have been a popular form of playful interaction and entertainment
among children for decades. These paper-folded origami devices, also known as fortune tellers or
chatterboxes, serve as a fun way to predict silly futures, reveal hidden messages, or offer light-
hearted advice. This article explores the fascinating world of cootie catcher fortunes for kids, including
their history, how to make them, and creative fortune ideas that captivate young imaginations.
Emphasizing the educational and social benefits, the content also provides tips for parents and
educators on integrating cootie catchers into learning activities. Whether for playdates, classrooms,
or family fun, cootie catcher fortunes for kids remain an engaging and timeless pastime. The following
sections will delve into crafting techniques, popular fortune themes, and the developmental
advantages of this classic game.
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Understanding Cootie Catcher Fortunes for Kids
Cootie catcher fortunes for kids are small, folded paper devices that reveal fortunes or messages
when manipulated by hand. The name "cootie catcher" is commonly used in the United States, while
other names such as "fortune teller" or "chatterbox" also apply. These devices typically consist of a
square piece of paper folded into a shape that allows fingers to open and close different flaps. Each
flap conceals numbers, colors, or symbols that lead to various fortune outcomes, making the activity
interactive and exciting for children.

History and Origin
The cootie catcher has roots dating back to the early 20th century and is believed to have evolved
from traditional paper folding arts like origami. Originally used as a playful game among children, the
cootie catcher gained widespread popularity in schools and playgrounds. Over time, the fortunes
written inside evolved from simple phrases to more creative and personalized messages that cater
specifically to children’s interests and humor.



Common Features of Cootie Catcher Fortunes
Typical cootie catcher fortunes for kids include:

Color or number selections to guide the fortune-telling process

Whimsical or humorous fortune messages

Easy-to-follow instructions embedded in the game

Bright colors and child-friendly themes to attract young users

Fortunes tailored to children’s daily lives, aspirations, and fun predictions

How to Make a Cootie Catcher
Creating a cootie catcher is a straightforward craft project that involves folding a single square sheet
of paper into a functional fortune teller. This activity fosters fine motor skills and creativity among
children while also providing an opportunity to personalize their fortunes. Below is a step-by-step
guide to making a basic cootie catcher.

Materials Needed
The materials required for making cootie catcher fortunes for kids are minimal, making it an
accessible craft:

One square sheet of paper (preferably colorful or patterned)

Markers or colored pencils

Pen or pencil for writing fortunes

Scissors (optional, if the paper is not pre-cut)

Step-by-Step Folding Instructions
Follow these steps to assemble a classic cootie catcher:

Start with a square piece of paper placed flat on a surface.1.

Fold the paper diagonally in both directions, creating creases that form an "X".2.

Unfold the paper and fold each corner into the center point where the creases intersect.3.



Flip the paper over and again fold each corner into the center.4.

Fold the resulting square in half both horizontally and vertically to crease.5.

Insert your fingers under the flaps on the underside and push together to form the cootie6.
catcher shape.

Once folded, colors, numbers, or other indicators can be added to the outer flaps, and fortunes can be
written inside the inner flaps.

Creative Fortune Ideas for Children
One of the most enchanting aspects of cootie catcher fortunes for kids is the ability to customize the
fortunes to suit different themes, interests, and occasions. Creative fortunes encourage imagination
and engagement among children. Below are some popular categories and examples of fortunes
suitable for kids.

Fun and Silly Fortune Examples
Light-hearted fortunes are perfect for young children, making the experience entertaining and joyful.
Examples include:

You will find a hidden treasure under your bed.

A friendly dragon will visit you in your dreams.

You will have the best ice cream day ever!

Your next drawing will be a masterpiece.

A surprise party is coming your way.

Inspirational and Encouraging Messages
Fortunes can also be crafted to motivate and inspire children, promoting positive thinking and self-
esteem:

You are braver than you believe.

Today is a perfect day to learn something new.

Your kindness will make someone smile.

Keep trying, and you will succeed.



Your creativity shines bright like a star.

Seasonal and Holiday-Themed Fortunes
Customizing fortunes to align with seasons or holidays increases relevance and excitement:

Santa will bring you a special gift this Christmas.

Spring flowers will bloom in your garden soon.

You might spot a spooky ghost on Halloween night.

Valentine’s Day will fill your heart with love.

Summer vacation will be full of adventures.

Educational Benefits of Cootie Catcher Fortunes
Cootie catcher fortunes for kids offer more than just amusement; they also provide valuable
educational benefits. This simple paper game promotes cognitive, social, and emotional development
in children. Understanding these advantages highlights why cootie catchers remain a favored tool in
both homes and classrooms.

Enhancement of Fine Motor Skills
The process of folding the paper accurately and manipulating the cootie catcher requires fine motor
control. This activity helps children develop hand-eye coordination and dexterity, essential skills for
writing and other tasks.

Improvement in Reading and Comprehension
Reading the fortunes aloud encourages literacy development, vocabulary expansion, and
comprehension skills. Children practice decoding words and understanding the meaning of messages,
which supports early language learning.

Promotion of Social Interaction
Playing with cootie catcher fortunes is typically a social activity, involving turn-taking and
communication. Kids learn to engage with peers, follow instructions, and express their thoughts,
fostering social skills and cooperation.



Incorporating Cootie Catchers into Learning Activities
Educators and parents can creatively use cootie catcher fortunes for kids as teaching tools that
combine learning with fun. By integrating academic content into the fortunes, these devices become
versatile aids for various subjects and skills.

Using Cootie Catchers for Vocabulary Practice
Teachers can design cootie catchers containing new vocabulary words, definitions, or synonyms.
Students select options and reveal words or meanings, turning memorization into an interactive game
that enhances retention.

Math and Problem-Solving Applications
Cootie catchers can be adapted to include math problems or puzzles inside the flaps. Children solve
problems to unlock the next step or fortune, reinforcing arithmetic skills in an enjoyable format.

Encouraging Creative Writing
Students can be tasked with creating their own fortunes, fostering imaginative thinking and writing
skills. This activity promotes language usage, sequencing, and narrative construction.

Incorporating Social-Emotional Learning
Fortunes that focus on positive affirmations or conflict resolution strategies support emotional
intelligence development. Children learn to express feelings and build empathy through the messages
revealed.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a cootie catcher fortune for kids?
A cootie catcher fortune for kids is a fun paper craft that reveals playful fortunes or answers when
kids manipulate the folded paper, often used as a game or activity.

How do you make a cootie catcher fortune for kids?
To make a cootie catcher fortune for kids, fold a square piece of paper into a paper fortune teller by
folding the corners to the center, then folding in half twice, and writing fortunes or prompts inside.



What kind of fortunes are suitable for kids in a cootie
catcher?
Suitable fortunes for kids are positive, fun, and age-appropriate, such as 'You will have a great day,' 'A
surprise is coming,' or 'You will make a new friend soon.'

Can cootie catcher fortunes be educational for kids?
Yes, cootie catcher fortunes can be educational by including trivia questions, positive affirmations, or
encouraging kids to practice skills like spelling or math while having fun.

What materials do kids need to create a cootie catcher
fortune?
Kids need a square piece of paper, markers or pens to write fortunes, and optionally crayons or
colored pencils to decorate their cootie catcher fortunes.

Are cootie catcher fortunes a good group activity for kids?
Yes, cootie catcher fortunes are a great group activity that encourages social interaction, creativity,
and can be used as icebreakers or party games among kids.

How can parents encourage kids to personalize their cootie
catcher fortunes?
Parents can encourage kids to personalize cootie catcher fortunes by adding their own drawings,
choosing unique fortunes, or tailoring the messages to their interests and friends.

Where can kids find templates or ideas for cootie catcher
fortunes?
Kids can find templates or ideas for cootie catcher fortunes online on educational websites, craft
blogs, or by searching for printable cootie catcher fortune templates suitable for children.

Additional Resources
1. Fold and Fortune: The Ultimate Cootie Catcher Guide for Kids
This colorful book introduces children to the art of making and using cootie catchers, also known as
fortune tellers. Packed with easy-to-follow instructions and fun designs, kids will learn how to create
their own interactive paper games. The book also includes a variety of imaginative fortunes and
challenges to keep the fun going. Perfect for classrooms, parties, or quiet afternoons at home.

2. Magical Cootie Catcher Fortunes: Fun Predictions for Kids
Dive into a world of magic and mystery with this delightful book of cootie catcher fortunes. Each
fortune is designed to spark creativity and laughter among young readers. The book offers themed
fortunes ranging from magical creatures to everyday adventures. Kids will enjoy guessing their



futures while practicing folding skills.

3. The Cootie Catcher Activity Book: Fortunes and Fun for Kids
Filled with engaging activities, this book offers kids a chance to create and customize their own cootie
catchers. It combines craft instructions with entertaining fortunes that encourage positive thinking
and imagination. Kids can also color and decorate their cootie catchers, making each one unique. A
great resource for developing fine motor skills and social interaction.

4. Fortune Teller Fun: Cootie Catchers for Kids
This book brings the classic playground game to life with new and exciting fortunes tailored for
children. It includes step-by-step folding guides, tips for personalizing cootie catchers, and a variety of
fortunes that range from silly to inspiring. Kids will love sharing their fortunes with friends and family.
Ideal for group activities and creative play.

5. Creative Cootie Catchers: Fortune Telling for Kids
Encouraging creativity and imagination, this book teaches kids how to design their own fortune tellers
with unique themes and fortunes. It offers templates and ideas to make every cootie catcher a
personal masterpiece. Alongside crafting instructions, the book provides fun fortune examples that
kids can use or adapt. Perfect for fostering artistic expression and storytelling skills.

6. Cootie Catcher Fortunes: A Kids’ Guide to Fun and Friendship
This guidebook emphasizes the social aspect of cootie catchers, highlighting how they can be used to
make friends and share fun moments. It features fortunes that promote kindness, friendship, and
positive messages. The simple folding instructions and vibrant illustrations make it accessible for
young children. A wonderful tool for encouraging empathy and communication.

7. Fortune Telling Fun with Paper Cootie Catchers
A step-by-step manual for kids to master the classic paper fortune teller game. This book not only
shows how to fold cootie catchers but also offers creative fortune ideas that stimulate imagination. It
includes themed fortune sets like animals, space, and adventures to keep children entertained. An
excellent choice for enhancing focus and fine motor skills.

8. Playful Predictions: Cootie Catcher Fortunes for Kids
Explore a collection of playful and whimsical fortunes designed specifically for children. This book
encourages kids to engage in imaginative play and social interaction using cootie catchers. It provides
clear folding instructions and plenty of fortune examples to inspire laughter and curiosity. Great for
both solo play and group fun.

9. The Big Book of Cootie Catcher Fortunes for Kids
This comprehensive book offers a vast array of fortunes, folding techniques, and decoration tips for
kids of all ages. It combines instructional guidance with creative prompts to keep children interested
and entertained. From funny fortunes to thoughtful questions, the book covers a wide spectrum of
engaging content. A perfect addition to any child’s craft or activity collection.
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