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Crazy for God Frank Schaeffer is a memoir that reflects the complexities of
faith, family, and the evolving landscape of evangelical Christianity in
America. Written by Frank Schaeffer, the son of renowned theologian Francis
Schaeffer, this book serves as both a personal narrative and a critical
examination of the socio-political issues surrounding the evangelical
movement. Through his experiences, Frank sheds light on the conflicts within
his family, his disillusionment with the church, and ultimately, his journey
toward a more authentic understanding of faith.

Background: The Schaeffer Legacy

Frank Schaeffer was born into a prominent evangelical family in 1952. His
father, Francis Schaeffer, was a theologian and philosopher who founded the
L'Abri community in Switzerland, which became a center for intellectual and
spiritual inquiry. The Schaeffer family was influential in shaping the modern
evangelical movement, particularly in the United States during the 1970s and
1980s.

- Francis Schaeffer: Known for his philosophical writings and cultural
critiques, he emphasized the importance of a biblical worldview in addressing
contemporary issues.

- Edith Schaeffer: Frank’s mother, a co-founder of L'Abri, contributed
significantly to the family’s theological and artistic pursuits.

Frank's upbringing in such a high-profile family set the stage for a
tumultuous relationship with faith and identity, which he explores in depth
in "Crazy for God."

Overview of the Book

"Crazy for God" is a deeply personal account that intertwines Frank's life
story with the broader narrative of American evangelicalism. The book covers
a range of topics, from his childhood experiences to his eventual departure
from the faith of his upbringing.

Key Themes

1. Family Dynamics: Frank delves into the complexities of his relationship
with his parents, particularly his father's strict and sometimes
authoritarian demeanor. This dynamic played a significant role in shaping
Frank's views on faith and authority.



2. Disillusionment with the Church: Throughout the book, Frank expresses his
growing disillusionment with the evangelical church and its political
entanglements. He critiques the shift from a focus on spirituality to a more
nationalistic and political agenda.

3. The Search for Authenticity: A central theme in Frank's narrative is the
quest for an authentic faith. He shares his struggles to reconcile his
upbringing with his evolving beliefs, ultimately leading to a more personal
and less dogmatic understanding of spirituality.

The Rise of the Religious Right

One of the critical contexts within which Frank’s story unfolds is the rise
of the Religious Right in America. The Schaeffer family was instrumental in
this movement, particularly through their involvement in the conservative
political landscape.

Historical Context

- The 1970s and 1980s: This period marked the emergence of evangelical
Christians as a significant political force in the United States. Figures
like Jerry Falwell and Pat Robertson gained prominence, promoting a
conservative agenda that often intertwined with national politics.

- The Schaeffer Influence: Frank’s father, Francis, was a vocal advocate for
the Religious Right, emphasizing the importance of Christians engaging in
politics to influence society. Frank, however, became increasingly critical
of this alignment, feeling it compromised the integrity of the faith.

Personal Struggles and Reflections

Frank's journey is marked by a series of personal struggles as he grapples
with his faith and identity. His reflections provide insight into the
emotional and psychological toll of growing up in a highly scrutinized family
and the expectations that accompanied it.

Rebellion and Exploration

During his teenage years, Frank began to rebel against the strictures of his
upbringing. This rebellion manifested in various ways:

- Art and Creativity: Frank turned to art as a means of self-expression,
eventually pursuing a career in filmmaking and writing. His artistic



endeavors allowed him to explore themes of faith and identity outside of the
rigid confines of his upbringing.

- Questioning Beliefs: As he matured, Frank began to question many of the
beliefs instilled in him by his parents. This questioning led to a broader
exploration of spirituality and the nature of God.

The Impact of "Crazy for God" on Readers

"Crazy for God" resonates with a wide audience, particularly those who have
experienced similar struggles within evangelicalism. Frank’s candidness about
his doubts and disillusionments offers a sense of validation for readers who
may feel isolated in their own journeys.

Encouraging Dialogue

- Faith and Doubt: The book encourages open discussions about faith, doubt,
and the complexities of belief. Frank’s willingness to confront uncomfortable
truths invites readers to reflect on their own experiences.

- Cultural Critique: Frank'’s critique of the evangelical movement serves as a
catalyst for discussions about the role of religion in contemporary society,
particularly regarding its intersection with politics and culture.

Conclusion: A Journey Toward Understanding

In "Crazy for God," Frank Schaeffer provides a poignant narrative that
transcends his personal story, offering insights into the broader dynamics of
faith, family, and culture. His reflections on the evangelical movement and
the impact of his upbringing resonate with readers, inviting them to engage
in their own journeys of faith and understanding.

As Frank navigates the complexities of his relationship with his family and
his faith, he ultimately arrives at a place of reconciliation, recognizing
that the journey is ongoing. "Crazy for God" serves not only as a memoir but
also as a reminder that the quest for authenticity and understanding is a
universal human experience, transcending the boundaries of faith and belief.

Through his exploration, Frank Schaeffer encourages readers to embrace their
doubts, question their beliefs, and seek a deeper, more genuine connection
with the divine. His journey is a testament to the transformative power of
vulnerability and the beauty of finding one's own path in a world filled with
competing ideologies and beliefs.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'Crazy for God' by Frank Schaeffer about?

‘Crazy for God' is a memoir by Frank Schaeffer that explores his upbringing
in a prominent evangelical family, the rise of the Christian right in
America, and his eventual disillusionment with the movement.

Who is Frank Schaeffer?

Frank Schaeffer is an author, filmmaker, and artist, known for his work as a
writer and his critiques of the Christian right. He is the son of theologian
Francis Schaeffer.

What are some key themes in 'Crazy for God'?

Key themes include faith, family dynamics, the impact of the evangelical
movement on American society, and a personal journey of questioning and
reevaluation of beliefs.

How does Frank Schaeffer describe his relationship
with his father in 'Crazy for God'?

Schaeffer describes a complex relationship with his father, marked by
admiration, pressure to conform to evangelical ideals, and ultimately a sense
of rebellion against those expectations.

What impact did 'Crazy for God' have on discussions
around evangelicalism?

‘Crazy for God' has sparked discussions about the role of evangelicalism in
American politics, the personal experiences of those who leave the movement,
and the influences of prominent evangelical leaders.

What critiques does Frank Schaeffer make about the
Christian right?

Schaeffer critiques the Christian right for its political activism, moral
absolutism, and the ways it has distorted the message of Christianity for
power and influence.

How does Schaeffer's background influence his
perspective in 'Crazy for God'?

Schaeffer's background as the son of a leading evangelical figure gives him
unique insights into the inner workings of the movement, as well as a
personal lens through which he evaluates its impact on society.



Is 'Crazy for God' considered a critical perspective
on evangelicalism?

'Crazy for God' is often seen as a critical perspective on evangelicalism,
detailing both personal experiences and broader societal implications of the
movement's influence.

What does Frank Schaeffer suggest about the future
of evangelicalism in 'Crazy for God'?

Schaeffer suggests that evangelicalism faces challenges due to its alignment
with political extremism and a potential decline in relevance among younger
generations seeking more inclusive and diverse expressions of faith.

What audience is 'Crazy for God' intended for?

‘Crazy for God' is intended for a broad audience, including those interested
in religion, politics, personal narratives of faith, and readers seeking to
understand the complexities of the evangelical movement.
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