
creative writing professor salary
Creative writing professor salary varies widely based on factors such as geographic
location, academic institution type, level of experience, and educational background.
Those interested in pursuing a career as a professor in creative writing often wonder
about the financial prospects associated with this role. Understanding the salary
landscape can help aspiring professors make informed decisions about their education and
career paths. This article will delve into various aspects of the salary for creative writing
professors, including factors that influence earnings, comparisons with other academic
fields, and the overall job outlook.

Factors Influencing Salary

When considering the salary of a creative writing professor, several key factors come into
play. Understanding these factors can provide a clearer picture of potential earnings in
this field.

1. Geographic Location

The location of a professor's position significantly influences salary. Areas with a higher
cost of living typically offer higher salaries. Some of the most notable points include:

- Urban vs. Rural: Professors in urban areas often earn more than those in rural settings
due to the cost of living and demand for educational roles.
- Regional Differences: States like California and New York tend to offer higher salaries
compared to states in the Midwest or South.

2. Type of Institution

The type of institution—whether a public university, private college, or community
college—also affects salary levels. Here’s a breakdown:

- Research Universities: Generally offer higher salaries and more resources for creative
writing programs.
- Liberal Arts Colleges: May emphasize teaching over research, leading to slightly lower
salaries but often more teaching-focused positions.
- Community Colleges: Typically have lower salary ranges, but they may also require less
research output.

3. Level of Experience and Education

Experience and educational qualifications play crucial roles in determining salary. Key



considerations include:

- Educational Background: Professors with advanced degrees (such as a Ph.D. or MFA)
often earn more than those with only a master's degree.
- Years of Experience: Entry-level positions may start lower, but salaries generally
increase with tenure and experience.
- Publication Record: Professors who publish extensively in reputable literary journals or
author books may see increased salary offers and opportunities.

4. Academic Rank

The rank of a professor influences salary as well. Common ranks include:

- Assistant Professor: Typically the entry-level position for those with a terminal degree.
Salaries can range from $50,000 to $75,000 annually.
- Associate Professor: Mid-level rank often achieved after several years in the field.
Salaries can range from $60,000 to $90,000.
- Full Professor: Senior rank with substantial experience and publication history. Salaries
often exceed $90,000 and can reach upwards of $150,000 at prestigious institutions.

Salary Expectations by Region

Understanding the salary expectations based on geographic region can help prospective
professors make informed decisions about where to apply for jobs. Here is a general
overview of average salaries by region:

1. Northeast

- Average Salary: $70,000 - $120,000
- Major Cities: New York City, Boston, Philadelphia
- Known for having some of the highest salaries in academia, especially in institutions like
Ivy League schools.

2. Midwest

- Average Salary: $55,000 - $85,000
- Major Cities: Chicago, Minneapolis, Detroit
- Salaries tend to be lower than the Northeast but are still competitive, especially in major
urban centers.



3. South

- Average Salary: $50,000 - $80,000
- Major Cities: Atlanta, Houston, Nashville
- The South offers a diverse range of institutions, with salaries reflecting both public and
private sectors.

4. West

- Average Salary: $65,000 - $110,000
- Major Cities: Los Angeles, San Francisco, Seattle
- California is known for high salaries, particularly in prestigious universities.

Comparative Salary Analysis

Creative writing professors often compare their salaries with those in other academic
disciplines. Here’s how they stack up:

1. English Professors

- Average Salary: $60,000 - $100,000
- Creative writing professors may earn slightly more due to the specialized nature of their
work and the popularity of creative writing programs.

2. Humanities Professors

- Average Salary: $55,000 - $95,000
- Similar salary ranges are observed, but creative writing may attract a higher salary due
to its appeal and demand.

3. STEM Professors

- Average Salary: $75,000 - $150,000
- STEM fields generally offer higher salaries compared to humanities and creative writing
due to the demand for technical expertise.



Additional Benefits and Job Outlook

Beyond salary, it's essential to consider other benefits and the job outlook for creative
writing professors.

1. Benefits

Professors often receive various benefits, which can significantly enhance their overall
compensation package. Common benefits include:

- Health Insurance: Comprehensive health, dental, and vision insurance plans.
- Retirement Plans: Access to retirement savings plans, such as 401(k) or pension plans.
- Sabbaticals: Opportunities for sabbaticals, allowing for research or writing time away
from teaching responsibilities.
- Professional Development: Funding for conferences, workshops, and other professional
development opportunities.

2. Job Outlook

The job outlook for creative writing professors can be competitive. Key points include:

- Availability of Positions: Many creative writing programs are housed within English
departments, which may limit available positions.
- Growth in Creative Fields: Increased interest in creative writing and storytelling
(especially in digital formats) may lead to more job openings.
- Competition: Higher competition for desirable positions, especially in prestigious
institutions.

Conclusion

In conclusion, the creative writing professor salary can vary widely based on several
factors, including geographic location, type of institution, level of experience, and
academic rank. With an average salary range of $50,000 to $120,000, creative writing
professors can find fulfilling and rewarding careers, both financially and personally. As the
demand for creative writing courses continues to rise, those entering this field can look
forward to a dynamic and engaging academic environment. For aspiring professors,
understanding these salary dynamics is crucial in making informed career decisions and
setting realistic expectations for their professional journeys.

Frequently Asked Questions



What is the average salary of a creative writing
professor in the United States?
As of 2023, the average salary of a creative writing professor in the United States ranges
from $60,000 to $90,000 per year, depending on factors such as location, institution type,
and experience.

How does the salary of a creative writing professor vary
by state?
Salaries for creative writing professors can vary significantly by state. For example,
professors in states like California and New York tend to earn higher salaries due to the
cost of living and demand for creative writing programs.

What factors influence the salary of a creative writing
professor?
Factors influencing the salary of a creative writing professor include academic
qualifications, years of experience, institution type (community college vs. university),
geographic location, and whether the position is tenure-track or adjunct.

Do creative writing professors earn more at private or
public institutions?
Generally, creative writing professors at private institutions may earn higher salaries
compared to those at public institutions, though this can vary by specific schools and their
funding levels.

Are creative writing professors compensated for
summer courses or workshops?
Yes, many creative writing professors have the opportunity to teach summer courses or
workshops, which can provide additional income on top of their regular academic salaries.

What is the salary range for adjunct creative writing
professors?
Adjunct creative writing professors typically earn between $2,000 to $5,000 per course,
which can lead to an annual income that varies widely based on the number of courses
taught.

How does tenure affect a creative writing professor's
salary?
Tenured creative writing professors usually enjoy higher salaries, greater job security, and
more benefits compared to non-tenured or adjunct faculty, reflecting their experience and



contributions to the institution.

Are there additional benefits that come with being a
creative writing professor?
In addition to salary, creative writing professors often receive benefits such as health
insurance, retirement plans, sabbaticals, and funding for research or creative projects.
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