
criminal history records check chrc texas

criminal history records check chrc texas is a critical process used by individuals, employers, and organizations
to obtain verified information about a person's criminal background within the state of Texas. This type of
background check is essential for various purposes, including employment screening, licensing, volunteer work,
and personal security. The Texas Department of Public Safety (DPS) oversees the Criminal History Record
Check (CHRC) system, providing access to official criminal records. Understanding how to request a CHRC, the
types of information it contains, and the legal regulations governing its use is vital for anyone seeking
accurate and lawful criminal history data. This article will explore the key aspects of the criminal history
records check CHRC Texas process, including eligibility, procedures, costs, and privacy considerations.
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Understanding Criminal History Records Check (CHRC) in Texas

The criminal history records check (CHRC) in Texas is a formal process through which an individual or an
authorized entity obtains a comprehensive report of an individual’s criminal background. This report is compiled
from data collected by the Texas Department of Public Safety (DPS), including felony and misdemeanor
convictions, arrests, and other relevant law enforcement information. The CHRC is a vital tool for
maintaining public safety and ensuring informed decision-making in employment, licensing, and other sensitive areas.

Role of the Texas Department of Public Safety

The Texas Department of Public Safety is the central authority responsible for maintaining the criminal records
database and processing CHRC requests. The DPS collects data from local, state, and federal law
enforcement agencies to ensure that the criminal history records are accurate and up-to-date. The department
also ensures compliance with state and federal laws governing the dissemination of criminal history
information.

Types of Criminal History Records Available

Criminal history records in Texas can include various types of information, such as:

Arrest records

Convictions for misdemeanors and felonies

Pending criminal charges

Dismissals or acquittals (in some cases)



Probation and parole status

It is important to note that the availability of specific details may vary depending on the nature of the
request and the requester’s eligibility.

How to Request a Criminal History Records Check in Texas

Requesting a criminal history records check (CHRC) in Texas involves specific steps that ensure the process is
secure and compliant with legal standards. Both individuals and authorized entities such as employers or
licensing agencies can request a CHRC, provided they meet eligibility criteria.

Eligibility for Requesting a CHRC

Only certain individuals and organizations are eligible to request a criminal history records check in Texas.
Eligible requesters include:

The subject of the record (the individual themselves)

Employers conducting background screening with written consent

Licensing agencies requiring criminal history for certification

Government agencies and law enforcement

Requesters must comply with state and federal regulations, including obtaining appropriate authorizations
and consents.

Methods for Submitting a CHRC Request

The Texas DPS provides multiple methods for submitting a CHRC request, including:

Online submission through the Texas DPS website

Mail-in fingerprint card submission

In-person requests at designated DPS locations

Fingerprint-based requests are the most accurate method for obtaining a criminal history record, as they
reduce the risk of misidentification. The DPS requires the use of standard fingerprint cards that must be
completed by authorized personnel or law enforcement.

Information Included in a Texas CHRC Report

The criminal history records check CHRC Texas report provides detailed information about an individual's
criminal background as recorded in the state database. This information is critical for making informed decisions
in various contexts.



Details Contained in a CHRC Report

A typical CHRC report from Texas DPS includes:

Personal identifying information (name, date of birth, race, gender)

Arrest dates and charges

Conviction records with case numbers and sentencing details

Disposition of cases (e.g., guilty, dismissed, deferred adjudication)

Probation or parole status when applicable

These details help employers and agencies verify the criminal background of individuals in a comprehensive and
official manner.

Limitations and Exclusions

While the CHRC report is thorough, certain records may not be included due to expungement, non-disclosure
orders, or records sealed by the courts. Additionally, juvenile records are typically confidential and may not
appear on standard criminal history reports.

Legal and Privacy Considerations for CHRC in Texas

Conducting a criminal history records check CHRC Texas requires strict adherence to legal guidelines designed
to protect individual privacy and prevent misuse of sensitive information.

Compliance with the Fair Credit Reporting Act (FCRA)

Employers and organizations performing background checks must comply with the Fair Credit Reporting Act
when using CHRC reports for employment decisions. This includes obtaining written consent from the individual,
providing notices of adverse actions, and ensuring the accuracy of the information used.

State Privacy Laws and Restrictions

Texas law imposes additional restrictions on the dissemination and use of criminal history information. For
example, certain offenses may be excluded from reports, and the use of the information must be relevant to the
purpose of the request. Unauthorized use or disclosure of criminal history records can result in penalties.

Costs and Processing Time of a Texas Criminal History Record
Check

The cost and processing time for obtaining a criminal history records check CHRC Texas depend on the method of
request and the type of report required.



Fee Structure for CHRC Requests

The Texas Department of Public Safety charges fees for processing CHRC requests. The fees vary based on
whether the request is electronic or fingerprint-based and whether the requester is an individual or an agency.
Generally, fees range from $10 to $25 per check, with additional costs for fingerprinting services when
applicable.

Typical Processing Times

Processing times for CHRC reports can vary:

Electronic requests often return results within 1 to 3 business days

Fingerprint card submissions may take 7 to 14 business days

In-person requests may be processed immediately or within a few days depending on location

Timely processing is essential for employment and licensing decisions that depend on current criminal background
information.

Common Uses of Criminal History Records Check CHRC Texas

The criminal history records check CHRC Texas is widely used across various sectors to ensure safety,
compliance, and informed decision-making.

Employment Screening

Employers frequently use CHRC reports as part of their pre-employment background checks to assess
candidates’ suitability for positions, especially those involving vulnerable populations, financial
responsibilities, or security-sensitive roles.

Licensing and Certification

State licensing boards require criminal history checks for professions such as healthcare providers, teachers,
childcare workers, and contractors. These checks help maintain professional standards and public trust.

Volunteer and Foster Care Screening

Organizations that engage volunteers or assess foster care applicants often require CHRC reports to ensure
the safety of children and other vulnerable individuals.

Personal Background Checks

Individuals may request their own criminal history records for personal review or to correct inaccuracies.
These checks can also assist in legal matters, immigration processes, or personal security decisions.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is a Criminal History Records Check (CHRC) in Texas?

A Criminal History Records Check (CHRC) in Texas is a process through which an individual's criminal
background is reviewed using state and national databases to determine if they have any prior criminal
convictions.

Who needs to get a CHRC in Texas?

Individuals seeking employment in certain fields such as childcare, education, healthcare, and law enforcement in
Texas often need to undergo a CHRC as part of the background screening requirements.

How can I request a Criminal History Records Check in Texas?

You can request a CHRC in Texas through the Texas Department of Public Safety (DPS) either online, by mail,
or in person by submitting fingerprints and the required application form along with applicable fees.

What information is required to perform a CHRC in Texas?

To perform a CHRC in Texas, you typically need to provide your full name, date of birth, social security
number, and fingerprints, along with any necessary authorization forms and fees.

How long does it take to get the results of a CHRC in Texas?

The processing time for a CHRC in Texas varies but generally takes between 7 to 10 business days once your
fingerprints and application have been received.

Are Texas CHRC results accessible online?

Yes, once the CHRC is completed, individuals or authorized employers can often access the results online
through the Texas Department of Public Safety's secure portal.

Can I challenge incorrect information on my Texas criminal history record?

Yes, if you find inaccurate information on your Texas criminal history record, you can request a correction or
update by submitting a dispute to the Texas Department of Public Safety with supporting documentation.

Is a Texas CHRC the same as a federal background check?

No, a Texas CHRC primarily covers criminal records within the state of Texas, while a federal background
check includes national databases and records from other states. Some employers may require both.

Additional Resources
1. Understanding Criminal History Records Checks in Texas
This book provides a comprehensive overview of the criminal history records check (CHRC) process in Texas. It
explains the legal framework, the agencies involved, and the types of records accessible to employers and
licensing boards. The guide also covers how to interpret the results and the rights of individuals undergoing
checks.

2. Texas CHRC Compliance for Employers



Designed for employers in Texas, this book outlines best practices for conducting criminal history records
checks. It discusses state and federal regulations, including the Fair Credit Reporting Act (FCRA), and offers
practical tips to avoid legal pitfalls. Case studies illustrate common compliance challenges and solutions.

3. The Legal Guide to Criminal Background Checks in Texas
This text delves into the legal aspects surrounding criminal background checks in Texas, focusing on CHRC
procedures. It explores the statutory requirements, privacy concerns, and recent legislative changes. The book
is ideal for legal professionals, HR managers, and individuals seeking to understand their rights.

4. How to Obtain and Interpret a Texas Criminal History Record
A step-by-step manual on acquiring criminal history records through the Texas Department of Public Safety
(DPS). It explains the application process, fees, and the different types of reports available. Additionally, it
provides guidance on interpreting the data and addressing inaccuracies.

5. Impact of Criminal Records on Employment in Texas
This book examines how criminal history records affect job prospects and employment decisions in Texas. It
discusses employer responsibilities, discrimination laws, and the role of CHRC in various industries. Strategies
for applicants to manage their records and improve employability are also included.

6. Texas Criminal Records: Access, Accuracy, and Advocacy
Focusing on access to criminal records in Texas, this book highlights issues related to data accuracy and
expungement options. It provides resources for individuals seeking record corrections and explains advocacy
efforts to reform CHRC policies. The text is useful for legal aid workers and affected individuals alike.

7. CHRC Procedures for Texas Healthcare Providers
Specifically targeting healthcare professionals, this guide explores the CHRC requirements unique to the
medical field in Texas. It outlines mandatory background checks, reporting obligations, and compliance with
state health regulations. The book also addresses ethical considerations in patient safety.

8. Texas Criminal History Records and Licensing Boards
This title covers the role of criminal history records checks in professional licensing across Texas. It details
how various boards use CHRC information to make licensing decisions and the appeals process for applicants.
The book is a vital resource for professionals navigating licensure challenges.

9. Future Trends in Criminal History Records Checks in Texas
An analysis of emerging technologies and policy changes affecting CHRC in Texas. Topics include biometric data
integration, automated decision-making, and legislative reforms aimed at balancing security with individual
rights. The book forecasts how criminal background checks may evolve in the coming years.
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