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C.S. Lewis, a towering figure in 20th-century literature and Christian apologetics, has
influenced countless readers through his profound insights into faith, morality, and human
nature. His works span various genres, including fiction, theology, and literary criticism,
making him a multifaceted writer whose ideas resonate with many. This study guide aims
to provide a comprehensive overview of Lewis's life, major works, themes, and the context
in which he wrote, assisting students, scholars, and casual readers in their exploration of
his profound writings.

Biography of C.S. Lewis

C.S. Lewis was born on November 29, 1898, in Belfast, Ireland. His early life was marked by
the loss of his mother, which deeply affected him and influenced his later writings. Lewis's
education began at the Royal Belfast Academical Institution and continued at Oxford
University, where he studied classics and English literature.

- World War I: Lewis served in the British Army during World War I, which further shaped his
worldview.
- Academic Career: After the war, he returned to academia, eventually becoming a fellow
and tutor in English literature at Magdalen College, Oxford.
- Conversion to Christianity: Although raised in a Christian home, Lewis became an atheist
during his teenage years. However, through the influence of friends like J.R.R. Tolkien, he
experienced a profound conversion to Christianity in 1931.

Major Works of C.S. Lewis

C.S. Lewis's literary contributions can be divided into several categories, including fiction,
theology, and literary criticism. Below are some of his most significant works:

Fiction

1. The Chronicles of Narnia:
- A seven-book series that has captivated readers of all ages. The series includes titles such
as "The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe" and "The Voyage of the Dawn Treader."
- Themes of good versus evil, redemption, and the Christian allegory are prevalent
throughout the series.

2. The Space Trilogy:
- Comprising "Out of the Silent Planet," "Perelandra," and "That Hideous Strength," this
trilogy explores themes of morality, free will, and the nature of evil through science fiction.



3. The Screwtape Letters:
- A satirical correspondence between a senior demon, Screwtape, and his novice nephew,
Wormwood, offering insights into human nature and temptation from a unique perspective.

Theological Works

1. Mere Christianity:
- Based on a series of BBC radio talks, this book presents Lewis's arguments for the
rationality of Christianity and outlines the core beliefs of the Christian faith.

2. The Problem of Pain:
- In this work, Lewis tackles the age-old question of why a good God allows suffering and
pain in the world.

3. The Great Divorce:
- A theological fantasy that explores the nature of heaven and hell, emphasizing the choices
individuals make regarding their eternal destiny.

Literary Criticism

1. The Allegory of Love:
- A scholarly work that examines the concept of courtly love in medieval literature and its
impact on later literary traditions.

2. A Preface to Paradise Lost:
- A critical analysis of John Milton's epic poem, exploring its themes and literary
significance.

Major Themes in Lewis's Works

C.S. Lewis’s writings are rich in themes that reflect his Christian worldview and
philosophical inquiries. Some of the most prominent themes include:

Faith and Reason

- Lewis often sought to reconcile faith with reason, arguing that Christianity is not merely a
matter of blind belief but is rooted in logical thought.
- In "Mere Christianity," he employs rational arguments to defend the Christian faith and
address doubts.



Good vs. Evil

- A recurring theme in both his fiction and non-fiction, Lewis explores the nature of good
and evil, often presenting them as opposing forces in a cosmic struggle.
- The Chronicles of Narnia vividly illustrate this theme, particularly in the battle between
Aslan and the White Witch.

Redemption and Forgiveness

- Lewis emphasizes the importance of forgiveness and the possibility of redemption,
echoing the central tenets of Christianity.
- His characters often undergo journeys of transformation, mirroring his belief in the power
of grace.

Imagination and Myth

- Lewis held a deep appreciation for myth and fantasy, believing they reveal profound
truths about the human experience.
- His use of allegory and myth in works like The Chronicles of Narnia serves to communicate
complex theological ideas in an accessible manner.

Context and Influence

Understanding the context in which Lewis wrote is crucial for a deeper appreciation of his
works.

Literary Context

- Lewis was part of the Oxford literary scene, engaging with contemporaries such as J.R.R.
Tolkien and Charles Williams, who were also integral to the Inklings, a literary group that
discussed and critiqued each other's writings.
- The post-World War II era, marked by existential questioning and a search for meaning,
provided a backdrop for Lewis's writings, which sought to address these concerns through a
Christian lens.

Philosophical Context

- Lewis's philosophical influences include Platonic thought, which emphasizes the existence
of objective truths, and Christian existentialism, which grapples with the meaning of
existence in light of divine revelation.



- His works reflect a synthesis of these ideas, offering a compelling vision of faith that
resonates with both the intellect and the heart.

Studying C.S. Lewis: Tips and Resources

To effectively study C.S. Lewis's works, consider the following tips:

- Read Widely: Explore both his fiction and non-fiction to gain a holistic understanding of his
thought.
- Join a Discussion Group: Engaging with others who are studying Lewis can provide
valuable insights and enhance comprehension.
- Utilize Resources: There are numerous study guides, lectures, and online courses
dedicated to Lewis’s works. Some recommended resources include:
- The C.S. Lewis Foundation
- Online courses from various universities
- Books such as "C.S. Lewis: A Biography" by A.N. Wilson for deeper context

Conclusion

C.S. Lewis's writings continue to inspire and challenge readers across the globe. His ability
to communicate complex ideas through engaging narratives and clear reasoning makes
him a unique voice in literature and theology. Whether you are delving into his fiction or
exploring his theological insights, this study guide serves as a starting point for a richer
understanding of Lewis's enduring legacy. By engaging with his works, readers can not only
appreciate the beauty of his language but also grapple with the profound questions of faith,
existence, and moral truth that remain relevant today.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the primary focus of a CS Lewis study guide?
A CS Lewis study guide primarily focuses on analyzing and interpreting the themes,
characters, and philosophical ideas found in Lewis's works, such as 'The Chronicles of
Narnia' and 'The Screwtape Letters'.

How can a study guide enhance the reading experience
of CS Lewis's works?
A study guide can enhance the reading experience by providing context, background
information, discussion questions, and insights into the literary and theological significance
of Lewis's writings.



Are there specific study guides recommended for
beginners exploring CS Lewis?
Yes, beginners are often recommended to start with study guides like 'A Study Guide for
C.S. Lewis's The Chronicles of Narnia' or 'C.S. Lewis: A Biography' study guides to better
understand his life and themes.

What are common themes explored in CS Lewis's
writings that a study guide might cover?
Common themes in CS Lewis's writings include faith, morality, redemption, the nature of
good and evil, and the relationship between humanity and the divine.

How do study guides address the philosophical aspects
of CS Lewis's work?
Study guides often include sections that delve into Lewis's philosophical arguments, such
as his views on logic, ethics, and Christianity, providing readers with critical analysis and
discussion prompts.

Can a CS Lewis study guide be useful for group
discussions or educational settings?
Absolutely! A CS Lewis study guide is very useful for group discussions or educational
settings as it provides structured questions, activities, and insights that facilitate
collaborative learning and deeper engagement with the texts.
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