
d nealian style handwriting practice

D’Nealian style handwriting practice is an effective method for teaching children how to write in a way that
promotes both legibility and fluency. Developed by Donald Neal Thurber in the 1970s, the D’Nealian handwriting
style is characterized by its slanted letters and unique print-to-cursive transition. This article provides an
overview of the D’Nealian style, its benefits, techniques for practice, and resources available for educators
and parents.

Understanding D’Nealian Handwriting

D’Nealian handwriting is designed to bridge the gap between print and cursive writing. The style incorporates
elements of cursive, such as slant and curves, while maintaining the distinct separation of letters found in
print. This design enables students to transition smoothly from printing to cursive writing, ultimately
enhancing their writing skills.

Key Features of D’Nealian Handwriting

1. Slant: D’Nealian letters are typically slanted to the right, which helps children learn the proper angle for
cursive writing.
2. Rounded Letters: The rounded shape of letters makes them easier to write, promoting fluidity and speed.
3. Connections: Certain letters, such as 'a' and 'c', are designed with strokes that facilitate easy connection
to the next letter in cursive writing.
4. Consistency: The style emphasizes uniformity in size and shape, fostering neatness in students’ writing.

Benefits of D’Nealian Handwriting Practice

D’Nealian handwriting practice offers numerous advantages for students, educators, and parents alike. Below
are some of the key benefits:

1. Ease of Transition to Cursive

One of the most significant advantages of D’Nealian handwriting is its design, which makes it easier for students
to transition to cursive writing. The slanted and rounded letters help children develop muscle memory for
cursive strokes, allowing for a more natural flow when they begin to write in cursive.

2. Improved Legibility

D’Nealian handwriting emphasizes clear letter formation. As students practice, they learn to write letters
that are not only aesthetically pleasing but also easy to read. This legibility is essential for effective
communication, especially in academic settings.

3. Enhanced Motor Skills

Writing in D’Nealian style can help develop fine motor skills. The specific movements required for writing each



letter encourage hand-eye coordination and dexterity, which are crucial for overall writing proficiency.

4. Increased Confidence

As students become proficient in D’Nealian handwriting, they often experience a boost in confidence regarding
their writing abilities. This newfound confidence can positively impact their overall academic performance and
willingness to engage in writing tasks.

Techniques for D’Nealian Handwriting Practice

To effectively practice D’Nealian handwriting, students and educators can employ various techniques. Here are
some recommended strategies:

1. Start with Basic Strokes

Before diving into letter formation, it is beneficial to practice basic strokes that form the foundation of
D’Nealian handwriting. These strokes include:

- Straight lines: Vertical and horizontal lines.
- Curves: Semi-circles and full circles.
- Slants: Angled lines that mimic the slant of D’Nealian letters.

By mastering these basic strokes, students will be better equipped to form the letters correctly.

2. Use D’Nealian Handwriting Worksheets

Worksheets specifically designed for D’Nealian handwriting practice can be invaluable tools. These worksheets
typically include:

- Letter tracing: Options for tracing each letter to develop familiarity.
- Letter formation guides: Visual aids that demonstrate how to write each letter step-by-step.
- Practice sentences: Lines for students to practice writing words and sentences in D’Nealian style.

These resources can be easily found online or created by educators to cater to the specific needs of their
students.

3. Incorporate Multi-Sensory Techniques

Incorporating multi-sensory techniques can make handwriting practice more engaging and effective. Consider the
following approaches:

- Sandpaper Letters: Create sandpaper letters for students to trace with their fingers, allowing them to feel
the shape of each letter.
- Writing in the Air: Have students practice writing letters in the air with their fingers, reinforcing muscle
memory.
- Colored Markers: Use colored markers or chalk to write on different surfaces, such as blackboards or
whiteboards, for a fun twist on practice.



4. Provide Regular Feedback

Regular feedback is essential in helping students improve their D’Nealian handwriting. Educators and parents
should:

- Encourage self-assessment: Teach students to evaluate their writing and identify areas for improvement.
- Provide constructive criticism: Offer specific guidance on how to make corrections, focusing on one or two
aspects at a time to avoid overwhelming them.

Resources for D’Nealian Handwriting Practice

Fortunately, there are numerous resources available for both educators and parents looking to support
D’Nealian handwriting practice:

1. Online Tools and Websites

Several websites offer free D’Nealian handwriting resources, including:

- Printable Worksheets: Sites such as Teachers Pay Teachers and Education.com provide access to a variety
of D’Nealian handwriting worksheets.
- Interactive Games: Websites like ABCmouse and Starfall offer interactive games that help students practice
their handwriting in a fun and engaging way.

2. Workbooks and Textbooks

Many educational publishers produce handwriting workbooks specifically designed for D’Nealian handwriting.
These workbooks often provide structured lessons that gradually build students’ skills. Check local
bookstores or online retailers for options.

3. Classroom Activities

Educators can incorporate D’Nealian handwriting practice into various classroom activities, such as:

- Handwriting Competitions: Organizing friendly competitions can motivate students to improve their
handwriting.
- Writing Journals: Encourage students to keep a daily journal where they practice writing in D’Nealian style.

4. Mobile Applications

With the rise of technology, there are also mobile apps designed specifically for handwriting practice. These
apps often include interactive features that make learning more engaging for children.

Conclusion

In conclusion, D’Nealian style handwriting practice is a valuable tool in developing effective writing skills in



children. Through its unique approach that combines print and cursive, this method fosters legibility, motor
skills, and confidence. By employing various techniques and utilizing available resources, educators and
parents can create a supportive environment for students to thrive in their handwriting journey. Encouragement
and consistent practice will not only enhance their writing abilities but also contribute positively to their
overall academic success.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is D'Nealian style handwriting?

D'Nealian style handwriting is a cursive writing system that features slanted letters and connecting strokes,
designed to help children transition from print to cursive more easily.

What age group is D'Nealian handwriting practice intended for?

D'Nealian handwriting practice is primarily intended for children in elementary school, typically starting from
kindergarten through 2nd or 3rd grade.

How can I start practicing D'Nealian handwriting at home?

You can start practicing D'Nealian handwriting at home by using worksheets, practicing with lined paper, and
encouraging daily writing exercises such as journaling.

Are there any online resources for D'Nealian handwriting practice?

Yes, there are many online resources, including printable worksheets, interactive games, and instructional
videos specifically designed for D'Nealian handwriting practice.

What are the benefits of learning D'Nealian handwriting?

The benefits of learning D'Nealian handwriting include improved writing fluency, better letter formation, and a
smoother transition to cursive writing, which can enhance overall writing skills.

Can D'Nealian handwriting help with fine motor skills development?

Yes, practicing D'Nealian handwriting can help develop fine motor skills as it requires control and coordination
of hand movements to form letters correctly.

Is D'Nealian handwriting still taught in schools?

The teaching of D'Nealian handwriting varies by school district; while some schools continue to use it, others
may prefer traditional cursive or print styles.

What materials do I need for D'Nealian handwriting practice?

Materials needed for D'Nealian handwriting practice include lined paper, pencils, erasers, and optionally,
D'Nealian handwriting workbooks or online practice tools.

How long should a child practice D'Nealian handwriting each day?

It is recommended that a child practice D'Nealian handwriting for about 10 to 15 minutes each day to build
consistency and improve their writing skills over time.
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