
danny kaye secret life of walter mitty
Danny Kaye's Secret Life of Walter Mitty is a classic film that has
captivated audiences since its release in 1947. The movie, directed by Norman
Z. McLeod, is an adaptation of James Thurber's short story about a mild-
mannered man who escapes his mundane life through vivid daydreams. Danny
Kaye's portrayal of Walter Mitty showcases his exceptional comedic talent and
ability to convey deep emotions, making this film a timeless piece of cinema.
In this article, we will explore the film's plot, themes, and its impact on
popular culture, while also delving into the life and career of Danny Kaye.

Overview of the Film

The Secret Life of Walter Mitty follows the life of Walter Mitty, a timid and
unassuming magazine proofreader who frequently escapes into elaborate
fantasies where he is a hero, adventurer, and romantic lead. The film is
notable for its imaginative sequences, which contrast sharply with Walter's
drab reality, ultimately leading to a journey of self-discovery.

Plot Summary

The story unfolds as Walter Mitty, played by Danny Kaye, is tasked with
editing a series of articles for a popular magazine. His mundane life is
disrupted when he meets a beautiful woman named Gertrude, played by Virginia
Mayo. As Walter becomes infatuated with her, he finds himself lost in
daydreams where he is a dashing, heroic figure.

Throughout the film, viewers are treated to a series of imaginative vignettes
that showcase Walter's fantasies, such as:

1. A daring pilot rescuing a damsel in distress: In this sequence, Walter
imagines himself as a heroic aviator, bravely saving a beautiful woman from
danger.
2. A fearless soldier in a battle: Walter envisions himself as a courageous
warrior, leading troops into combat and achieving victory against
insurmountable odds.
3. A suave detective solving a mystery: In another daydream, Walter becomes a
clever sleuth, piecing together clues to crack a complicated case.

As the film progresses, Walter's fantasies begin to intertwine with reality,
leading him on a thrilling adventure that ultimately helps him gain
confidence and confront his fears.



Themes Explored in the Film

The Secret Life of Walter Mitty delves into several themes that resonate with
audiences, making it a beloved classic. Some of the prominent themes include:

Imagination vs. Reality

One of the film's central themes is the contrast between Walter's rich
imagination and his dull reality. The daydreams serve as a coping mechanism
for Walter, allowing him to escape the constraints of his everyday life. This
theme resonates with anyone who has ever felt trapped in their circumstances,
highlighting the power of imagination to inspire change.

Self-Discovery

Walter's journey is ultimately one of self-discovery. Through his daydreams,
he learns to confront his fears and insecurities. The film suggests that
stepping out of one's comfort zone and embracing new experiences is essential
for personal growth. Walter's transformation from a timid proofreader to a
confident individual serves as an inspiring message for viewers.

Romantic Longing

Walter's infatuation with Gertrude drives much of the film's narrative. His
daydreams often feature romantic elements, showcasing his desires and
fantasies. The film explores the theme of romantic longing, illustrating how
love can motivate individuals to become their best selves.

Danny Kaye: The Man Behind Walter Mitty

Danny Kaye was an iconic actor, singer, and comedian who gained fame in the
mid-20th century. His unique blend of humor, charm, and talent made him a
beloved figure in Hollywood.

Early Life and Career

- Born on January 18, 1911, in Brooklyn, New York, Kaye began his career as a
performer in vaudeville.
- He gained popularity during the 1940s, starring in a series of successful
films that showcased his comedic abilities and musical talents.



- Kaye's breakthrough role came with the film "The Court Jester" in 1956,
solidifying his status as a leading man in Hollywood.

Legacy of Danny Kaye

Danny Kaye's contributions to the entertainment industry extend beyond his
film roles. He was known for:

1. Philanthropy: Kaye was actively involved in humanitarian work, including
serving as a Goodwill Ambassador for UNICEF.
2. Television: He hosted his own variety show, "The Danny Kaye Show," which
featured musical performances, comedy sketches, and guest appearances by
famous artists.
3. Musical Talent: Kaye was an accomplished singer and dancer, often
incorporating music into his film performances.

Kaye's legacy endures through his memorable performances and the joy he
brought to audiences worldwide.

Impact on Popular Culture

The Secret Life of Walter Mitty has left a lasting impact on popular culture,
inspiring various adaptations and references in other media.

Adaptations and Remakes

- In 2013, a modern adaptation of the film was released, directed by Ben
Stiller and starring Stiller as Walter Mitty. This version reimagined the
story for a new generation, incorporating contemporary themes and visual
storytelling techniques.
- The original film continues to be referenced in various television shows,
movies, and literature, solidifying its place in pop culture history.

Quotes and References

Many memorable quotes from The Secret Life of Walter Mitty have entered the
cultural lexicon, often used to express the idea of dreaming big or seeking
adventure. Phrases like "to be a hero" or "to live a life less ordinary"
resonate with audiences, encouraging them to pursue their aspirations.



Conclusion

Danny Kaye's Secret Life of Walter Mitty is more than just a charming film;
it is a timeless exploration of imagination, self-discovery, and the pursuit
of dreams. Kaye's performance as the endearing Walter Mitty has left an
indelible mark on cinema and continues to inspire audiences to embrace their
fantasies while seeking fulfillment in their lives. The film's themes
resonate deeply, reminding us all of the importance of courage, creativity,
and the desire to break free from the mundane. Whether you are revisiting
this classic or discovering it for the first time, the magic of Walter Mitty
is sure to leave a lasting impression.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of Danny Kaye's 'The Secret
Life of Walter Mitty'?
The main theme revolves around the contrast between reality and fantasy,
showcasing how Walter Mitty escapes his mundane life through vivid daydreams.

How does Danny Kaye's portrayal of Walter Mitty
differ from James Thurber's original character?
Danny Kaye's portrayal adds a more comedic and whimsical tone, emphasizing
the character's charm and imagination, while Thurber's original character is
more introspective and melancholic.

What are some of the notable daydream sequences in
Kaye's version of 'The Secret Life of Walter Mitty'?
Some notable daydream sequences include Walter imagining himself as a heroic
pilot, a daring cowboy, and a masterful detective, each showcasing his desire
for adventure and excitement.

What impact did 'The Secret Life of Walter Mitty'
have on Danny Kaye's career?
The film solidified Danny Kaye's status as a leading comedic actor in
Hollywood and showcased his unique blend of humor, music, and charm,
contributing to his lasting legacy.

How does the film 'The Secret Life of Walter Mitty'



reflect the societal attitudes of its time?
The film reflects post-war American society's yearning for escapism and
adventure in the face of conformity and the mundane aspects of everyday life
during the 1940s.

What role does music play in Danny Kaye's 'The
Secret Life of Walter Mitty'?
Music plays a significant role as it enhances the whimsical and fantastical
elements of the film, with Kaye performing several songs that contribute to
the overall lighthearted and imaginative atmosphere.
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