daphne du maurier novels list

Daphne du Maurier novels list is a treasure trove for readers who appreciate classic literature infused
with elements of mystery, romance, and psychological intrigue. Renowned for her ability to weave
complex narratives that often feature strong, enigmatic female protagonists, du Maurier's works have
captivated audiences for decades. This article presents a comprehensive list of her novels, delving
into their themes, characters, and the enduring legacy they have left on literature.

Overview of Daphne du Maurier

Daphne du Maurier was a British author born on May 13, 1907, in London. She came from a creative
family; her father was a successful actor, and her mother was a former actress. Du Maurier’s early life
was marked by a love for storytelling and the arts, which ultimately led her to pursue a writing career.
Her works often explore themes such as identity, obsession, and the supernatural, frequently set
against the picturesque backdrop of Cornwall, where she lived for much of her life.

Du Maurier's ability to create suspenseful narratives and richly developed characters has earned her a
place in the literary canon. Her most famous novel, "Rebecca," remains a staple in both literary and
popular culture, inspiring countless adaptations and discussions.

Key Novels in the Daphne du Maurier Novels List

In her prolific career, Daphne du Maurier wrote several novels that have garnered critical acclaim and
a dedicated readership. Below is a detailed list of her major works, along with a brief overview of
each.

1. Rebecca (1938)

- Overview: "Rebecca" is perhaps du Maurier's most famous work. The novel tells the story of an
unnamed young woman who marries a wealthy widower, Maxim de Winter. Upon moving to his
estate, Manderley, she finds herself overshadowed by the lingering presence of Rebecca, Maxim's
first wife.

- Themes: Identity, jealousy, and the haunting nature of memory are central themes throughout the
novel.

- Legacy: The book has been adapted into multiple films, stage plays, and even a recent Netflix
adaptation, solidifying its status as a classic.

2. Jamaica Inn (1936)

- Overview: Set in the early 19th century, "Jamaica Inn" follows Mary Yellan, who moves to her aunt’s
inn in Cornwall only to discover it is a hub for smugglers and criminals.



- Themes: The novel explores themes of danger, isolation, and moral ambiguity.
- Legacy: This work has been adapted for television and film, showcasing du Maurier's knack for
suspense.

3. Frenchman's Creek (1941)

- Overview: This historical novel tells the story of Lady Dona St. Columb, who escapes her stifling
marriage to find adventure and romance with a French pirate along the Cornish coast.

- Themes: Themes of freedom, desire, and rebellion against societal norms are prevalent.

- Legacy: The novel has been adapted into a film and a television series, highlighting its enduring
appeal.

4. My Cousin Rachel (1951)

- Overview: The novel follows Philip Ashley, a young man who becomes infatuated with his mysterious
cousin Rachel, a widow accused of poisoning his guardian.

- Themes: The story examines love, trust, and the complexities of human relationships.

- Legacy: My Cousin Rachel has received several adaptations, including a notable film version in 2017.

5. The House on the Strand (1969)

- Overview: This novel blends historical fiction and fantasy as it follows Dick Young, who discovers a
way to travel back in time to 14th-century Cornwall while under the influence of a drug.

- Themes: The exploration of time, reality, and the impact of the past on the present are central to the
narrative.

- Legacy: While not as widely known as some of her earlier works, it illustrates du Maurier's innovative
storytelling.

6. The Scapegoat (1957)

- Overview: This psychological thriller tells the story of two men who meet by chance and decide to
switch lives, leading to unforeseen consequences.

- Themes: Identity, duality, and the exploration of self are key themes.

- Legacy: The novel has been adapted into a film, showcasing its intriguing premise.

7. The Birds and Other Stories (1952)

- Overview: This collection includes the famous short story "The Birds," which inspired Alfred
Hitchcock's iconic film. The stories delve into themes of fear, nature, and the uncanny.

- Themes: The collection explores the human psyche and the unexpected terrors of the natural world.
- Legacy: "The Birds" remains one of du Maurier's most famous works, illustrating her skill in crafting
suspenseful narratives.



8. Don’t Look Now (1971)

- Overview: This chilling novella tells the story of a couple grieving their daughter’s death, who
encounter a pair of elderly sisters with psychic abilities in Venice.

- Themes: Grief, loss, and the supernatural play pivotal roles in the narrative.

- Legacy: The story has been adapted into a critically acclaimed film, further establishing du Maurier's
influence on the horror genre.

Other Notable Works

While the aforementioned novels are some of Daphne du Maurier's most recognized works, she
authored several other novels and collections worth mentioning:

- The Loving Spirit (1931): Du Maurier's debut novel, which explores themes of love and ambition
within a Cornish family.

- The King’s General (1946): A historical novel set during the English Civil War, focusing on the life of a
woman in love with a royalist general.

- The Flight of the Falcon (1965): This novel explores themes of revenge and betrayal against a
backdrop of Italian scenery.

- Rule Britannia (1972): A dystopian novel that examines the implications of societal change in a
futuristic setting.

Conclusion

The Daphne du Maurier novels list showcases a remarkable range of storytelling that continues to
resonate with readers today. Her ability to blend elements of suspense, romance, and the
supernatural has left an indelible mark on literature. Du Maurier’s works not only entertain but also
provoke thought and exploration of deeper human emotions and societal constructs.

With adaptations across various mediums, her stories remain relevant, inviting new generations to
delve into her captivating narratives. Whether through the haunting corridors of Manderley in
"Rebecca" or the dark, brooding atmosphere of "Jamaica Inn," du Maurier’s novels are an essential
part of literary history, ensuring her legacy endures for years to come. As readers, we are fortunate to
have such a rich body of work to explore, each novel offering a unique glimpse into the complexities
of life, love, and the human experience.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the most famous novels written by Daphne du
Maurier?

Some of the most famous novels by Daphne du Maurier include 'Rebecca’, 'Jamaica Inn', 'Frenchman's
Creek', 'My Cousin Rachel', and 'The Scapegoat'.



Is 'Rebecca’ considered Daphne du Maurier's best work?

'Rebecca’ is often regarded as Daphne du Maurier's masterpiece and has received widespread
acclaim for its gothic atmosphere and complex characters.

What themes are commonly found in Daphne du Maurier's
novels?

Common themes in du Maurier's novels include obsession, identity, the supernatural, and the
complexities of love and relationships.

How many novels did Daphne du Maurier write?

Daphne du Maurier wrote 15 novels, along with several short stories and plays, showcasing her
versatility as a writer.

Are there any film adaptations of Daphne du Maurier's novels?

Yes, many of her novels have been adapted into films, with notable adaptations including Alfred
Hitchcock's 'Rebecca' and ‘Jamaica Inn'.

What is the setting of many of Daphne du Maurier's novels?

Many of Daphne du Maurier's novels are set in Cornwall, England, which she often depicted with rich
descriptions and atmospheric detail.

What is the plot of '‘My Cousin Rachel'?

'‘My Cousin Rachel' follows a young man, Philip, who becomes infatuated with his enigmatic cousin
Rachel after the death of his guardian, leading to themes of love, jealousy, and uncertainty.

Did Daphne du Maurier receive any literary awards?

Yes, Daphne du Maurier received several literary accolades, including the James Tait Black Memorial
Prize for her work and was made a Fellow of the Royal Society of Literature.
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