
dare to call him father
Dare to call Him Father is a phrase that resonates deeply within the
Christian faith, encapsulating the intimate relationship believers are
invited to have with God. This relationship is not merely one of Creator and
creation, but rather of a loving parent and their children. The concept of
addressing God as Father opens a profound dialogue about identity, belonging,
and divine love. In this article, we will explore the significance of this
relationship, its biblical foundations, and its implications for personal
faith and community.

Understanding the Concept of God as Father

The term "Father" in relation to God carries a weight of meaning that varies
across different cultures and religious traditions. In Christianity, however,
it signifies a unique and personal connection.

The Biblical Foundation

The notion of God as Father is deeply rooted in the scriptures:

1. Old Testament References:
- In the Old Testament, God is often referred to as a father figure,
particularly in the context of His relationship with the nation of Israel.
Verses such as Exodus 4:22 and Isaiah 64:8 depict God as a father who cares
for His children.
- Psalm 103:13 states, "As a father shows compassion to his children, so the
Lord shows compassion to those who fear him."

2. New Testament Revelation:
- The New Testament amplifies this understanding through Jesus Christ. Jesus
consistently addressed God as Father, teaching His disciples to do the same.
The Lord’s Prayer begins with "Our Father in heaven" (Matthew 6:9),
establishing a model for believers.
- In John 1:12-13, it states, "But to all who did receive him, who believed
in his name, he gave the right to become children of God." This underscores
the believer's status as children of God.

Implications of Calling God Father

Calling God "Father" comes with significant implications for believers:

- Identity: Recognizing God as Father changes how individuals view
themselves. It affirms their identity as beloved children, worthy of love and



care.
- Intimacy: The term fosters a sense of closeness and intimacy that
transcends fear and legalism. It invites a relationship based on trust and
love.
- Access to God: As children, believers have direct access to God. They can
approach Him with their needs, prayers, and confessions, knowing He listens
and responds.

The Impact of Fatherhood on Faith

The concept of God as Father also prompts reflections on earthly fatherhood
and its influence on faith.

The Role of Earthly Fathers

Earthly fathers play a critical role in shaping the understanding of God as
Father. Their behavior, attitudes, and love can significantly impact how
children perceive divine fatherhood.

1. Positive Influences:
- A loving and supportive father can instill a sense of security and worth in
their children.
- Fathers who model faith and integrity can inspire their children to pursue
a relationship with God.

2. Negative Influences:
- Conversely, absent or abusive fathers can lead to distorted perceptions of
God. Children may struggle with trust and fear, impacting their relationship
with the divine.
- Healing and reconciliation may be necessary for those with painful
experiences related to father figures.

Overcoming Barriers to Calling God Father

For many, the idea of calling God "Father" can be fraught with difficulty.
Here are some barriers and ways to overcome them:

- Personal Trauma: Individuals who have faced trauma from their fathers may
find it hard to relate to God as Father. Engaging in counseling or support
groups can help process these feelings.
- Cultural Differences: In some cultures, the concept of fatherhood may carry
different connotations. It can be helpful to explore these cultural
narratives and find common ground in God's love.
- Theological Misunderstandings: Some may see God primarily as a judge or
authority figure. Studying scripture and exploring teachings on God’s love



can help shift this perception.

The Transformative Power of Calling God Father

Daring to call God Father can lead to transformative experiences in a
believer's life.

Personal Transformation

1. Prayer Life: Understanding God as Father can deepen one's prayer life.
Instead of formal prayers, believers may feel encouraged to speak to God as
they would a loving parent, fostering authentic communication.
2. Spiritual Growth: Embracing God as Father invites individuals to grow
spiritually. This relationship encourages believers to trust, obey, and
emulate God’s character in their lives.

Community and Relationships

The impact of recognizing God as Father extends beyond the individual:

- Fostering Community: Believers who see themselves as children of the same
Father tend to cultivate strong community bonds. This shared identity can
break down barriers and foster unity.
- Modeling Love: When individuals understand God’s fatherly love, they are
more likely to extend that love to others, encouraging kindness, compassion,
and forgiveness within their communities.

Practical Ways to Embrace God as Father

To fully embrace the idea of calling God Father, believers can adopt several
practices:

1. Daily Prayer: Set aside time each day to approach God in prayer,
addressing Him as Father. Share your thoughts, fears, and joys in an open and
honest manner.
2. Scripture Meditation: Spend time in the Bible, focusing on passages that
speak to God’s fatherly character. Reflect on how these truths apply to your
life.
3. Community Involvement: Engage with your church community. Participate in
service projects or small groups that foster relationships and allow you to
share experiences of God’s love.
4. Fatherhood Reflection: Reflect on your own experiences with father
figures. Consider how these experiences might inform your understanding of



God and seek healing where necessary.

Conclusion

To dare to call Him Father is to embark on a transformative journey of faith.
It is an invitation to experience the depth of God’s love and to embrace
one’s identity as a beloved child. As believers cultivate this relationship,
they not only grow personally but also contribute to a more loving and united
community. By understanding and living out this divine connection,
individuals can experience the profound joy and peace that comes from knowing
God as their Father.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'Dare to Call Him Father'?
The main theme of 'Dare to Call Him Father' revolves around understanding and
experiencing a personal relationship with God as a loving Father, emphasizing
faith, trust, and intimacy in spiritual life.

Who is the author of 'Dare to Call Him Father'?
The book 'Dare to Call Him Father' is authored by Bilquis Sheikh, who shares
her journey of faith and how she came to embrace Christianity from a Muslim
background.

What prompted Bilquis Sheikh to write 'Dare to Call
Him Father'?
Bilquis Sheikh wrote 'Dare to Call Him Father' to share her transformative
experience of faith and to encourage others in their spiritual journeys,
particularly those struggling with their understanding of God.

How does 'Dare to Call Him Father' address the
concept of identity in faith?
The book explores the concept of identity in faith by illustrating how
recognizing God as a Father changes one's self-perception, instilling a sense
of belonging, love, and purpose in the believer's life.

What is a significant impact of 'Dare to Call Him
Father' on readers?
A significant impact of the book on readers is its ability to inspire a



deeper relationship with God, encouraging them to approach Him with
confidence and intimacy, as well as challenging preconceived notions about
divine authority.

Which audience is 'Dare to Call Him Father'
primarily aimed at?
The primary audience of 'Dare to Call Him Father' includes Christians seeking
to deepen their faith, as well as individuals from other backgrounds
interested in understanding the Christian perspective on God.

What literary style is used in 'Dare to Call Him
Father'?
The book employs a narrative and autobiographical style, combining personal
anecdotes with theological insights, making it relatable and accessible to
readers.

Are there any notable endorsements or reviews of
'Dare to Call Him Father'?
Yes, 'Dare to Call Him Father' has received positive endorsements from
various Christian leaders and organizations, highlighting its powerful
message and the authenticity of Bilquis Sheikh’s journey.

How can 'Dare to Call Him Father' be used in a group
study setting?
The book can be used in group study settings by facilitating discussions on
its themes, sharing personal reflections, and engaging in prayer and
activities that deepen participants' understanding of God as a Father.
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