dark they were and golden eyed by ray
bradbury

Introduction to "Dark They Were, and Golden-
Eyed"

Dark They Were and Golden-Eyed is a thought-provoking short story by the
renowned American author Ray Bradbury, first published in 1950 as part of his
anthology titled "The Illustrated Man." This captivating tale explores themes
of transformation, identity, and the human connection with nature, primarily
set against the backdrop of Mars, a recurring setting in Bradbury's works.
Through vivid imagery and poignant dialogue, Bradbury invites readers to
ponder profound questions about humanity and its relationship with the
universe.

Plot Summary

The story follows the journey of the Bittering family, who are among the
first settlers on Mars, seeking a new life away from the chaos of Earth. As
they attempt to adapt to their new environment, they face various challenges
that test their resolve and identity. The narrative unfolds as follows:

1. Arrival on Mars

The Bitterings arrive on Mars with high hopes and aspirations. However, they
quickly realize that living on this alien planet is not as straightforward as
they had imagined. The environment is harsh and unwelcoming, and they
struggle to cultivate crops and maintain their sense of normalcy.

2. The Transformation

As time progresses, the Bitterings begin to undergo a physical and
psychological transformation. The Martian atmosphere, with its unique
conditions, starts to alter them in ways they cannot fully comprehend. Their
skin becomes darker, and their eyes take on a golden hue, symbolizing their
gradual adaptation to the Martian landscape. This transformation serves as a
powerful metaphor for the loss of their Earthly identity and the emergence of
a new, Martian self.



3. The Conflict with Earth

The story delves into the tension between the Bitterings'’ desire to return to
Earth and the realization that they may never be able to do so. As their
transformation progresses, they become increasingly alienated from their
former lives, leading to an internal conflict that raises questions about
belonging and identity.

Thematic Exploration

Bradbury's "Dark They Were and Golden-Eyed" is rich with themes that resonate
deeply with readers. Some of the central themes include:

1. Identity and Transformation

The transformation of the Bitterings is a poignant commentary on the fluidity
of identity. As they adapt to their new environment, they lose their
connection to Earth, raising questions about what it means to be human. Are
we defined by our origins, or can we transcend our past as we adapt to new
circumstances?

2. Nature and the Human Condition

Bradbury often explores the relationship between humanity and nature in his
works. In this story, Mars is not just a setting but a character in its own
right, influencing the Bitterings' fate. The harshness of the Martian
landscape reflects the challenges of human existence, prompting readers to
consider how they interact with the natural world and the impact of that
interaction on their identity.

3. The Fear of Change

The Bitterings' struggle with their transformation symbolizes a broader human
fear of change and the unknown. As they confront their new reality, they
grapple with the loss of their previous lives and the uncertainty of their
future. This theme resonates universally, as individuals often resist change,
fearing the loss of their familiar identities.



Character Analysis

The Bittering family serves as the central focus of the story, with each
member embodying different aspects of the themes Bradbury explores.

1. George Bittering

As the patriarch, George represents the struggle against change. Initially,
he is determined to maintain his identity and connection to Earth, but as the
story progresses, he becomes more accepting of his transformation. His
character arc illustrates the tension between resistance and acceptance of
one's circumstances.

2. Cora Bittering

Cora, George's wife, embodies the emotional turmoil of the family. She
experiences a deep sense of loss as her connection to Earth fades, and her
transformation is marked by a poignant acceptance of their new reality.
Cora's character highlights the emotional cost of adaptation and the
complexities of familial relationships in the face of change.

3. The Children

The Bittering children represent the innocence of youth and the adaptability
of the next generation. Unlike their parents, they embrace their
transformation and the new possibilities that Mars offers. Their acceptance
signifies hope for the future and the potential for a new identity that
transcends their Earthly origins.

Writing Style and Symbolism

Bradbury's writing style in "Dark They Were and Golden-Eyed" is characterized
by rich, evocative imagery and a lyrical quality that enhances the emotional
depth of the narrative. His use of symbolism is profound, with the Martian
landscape serving as a reflection of the characters' inner struggles. The
golden eyes of the Bitterings symbolize their transformation and acceptance
of their new identity, while the darkening of their skin represents the loss
of their previous lives.



Reception and Legacy

Upon its publication, "Dark They Were and Golden-Eyed" received critical
acclaim and has since become one of Bradbury's most celebrated works. The
story’s exploration of identity and transformation has resonated with readers
across generations, prompting discussions about the human condition and our
relationship with the universe.

The story's enduring legacy can be attributed to its ability to provoke
thought and evoke emotion. It remains a staple in literature classes and
continues to inspire adaptations in various forms, including film and
theater. Bradbury's insights into the human experience, coupled with his
imaginative storytelling, ensure that "Dark They Were and Golden-Eyed" will
remain relevant for years to come.

Conclusion

In summary, Ray Bradbury’s "Dark They Were and Golden-Eyed" is a masterful
exploration of identity, transformation, and humanity's connection with
nature. Through the journey of the Bittering family, Bradbury invites readers
to confront their own fears of change and the unknown. The story's rich
themes, well-developed characters, and evocative writing style solidify its
place as a significant work in the realm of science fiction. As we reflect on
the implications of the Bitterings' transformation, we are reminded of the
complexities of our own identities and the ever-changing landscape of human
existence.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'Dark They Were, and
Golden Eyed'?

The main theme explores the transformation of identity and the impact of
environment on human beings, particularly how the settlers adapt to Mars and
ultimately become part of its landscape.

How does Ray Bradbury use imagery in 'Dark They
Were, and Golden Eyed'?

Bradbury employs vivid imagery to evoke the alien landscape of Mars and the
emotional states of the characters, enhancing the sense of isolation and the
eerie beauty of the planet.



What is the significance of the title 'Dark They
Were, and Golden Eyed'?

The title reflects the physical and psychological transformation of the
characters as they adapt to Mars, symbolizing their loss of humanity and the
emergence of a new identity linked to the planet.

How do the characters in the story react to their
new environment?

The characters initially struggle with the change, but over time, they
gradually embrace their new surroundings, highlighting the theme of
adaptation and the inevitability of change.

What role does the Martian landscape play in the
story?

The Martian landscape serves as a catalyst for change, influencing the
settlers' perceptions and actions, ultimately leading to their transformation
and acceptance of their new reality.

What message does Bradbury convey about colonization
in 'Dark They Were, and Golden Eyed'?

Bradbury critiques the concept of colonization by illustrating the
consequences of humans imposing their values on a new world, suggesting that
true understanding and integration with a new environment requires
significant personal change.
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