
dave presidential movie worksheet answers

Dave presidential movie worksheet answers are resources that help students analyze and understand the
themes, characters, and plot of the 1993 comedy film "Dave," directed by Ivan Reitman. This film, starring Kevin
Kline as the titular character, explores political satire and the intricacies of leadership through a unique lens.
The worksheet typically includes questions and activities that guide students in dissecting the film's narrative
and its underlying messages. In this article, we will explore the key elements of the film, discuss its significance,
and provide a framework for the answers that may be found on the worksheet.

Overview of "Dave"

"Dave" is a political comedy that tells the story of an ordinary man, Dave Kovic, who runs a temporary
employment agency. His life takes an unexpected turn when he is recruited to impersonate the President of the
United States, Bill Mitchell, who has fallen into a coma. The premise of the film raises questions about
authenticity, leadership, and the moral responsibilities of those in power.

Plot Summary

The plot unfolds as follows:

1. Introduction of Dave Kovic: Dave is a kind-hearted but unassuming man who runs a small business.
2. The President's Coma: President Bill Mitchell suffers a stroke, which leaves him incapacitated.
3. The Impersonation: Dave is approached by the Secret Service to impersonate the President while he
recuperates, primarily due to his physical resemblance to Mitchell.
4. The Political Landscape: As Dave steps into the role, he begins to navigate the complexities of political life,
making unexpected decisions that reflect his values rather than the typical political agendas.
5. Romantic Subplot: Throughout the film, Dave develops a genuine relationship with the First Lady, Ellen
Mitchell, played by Sigourney Weaver.
6. Conflict and Resolution: The film culminates in a conflict between Dave's genuine intentions and the political
machinations of those in power, leading to a resolution that underscores the importance of integrity in
leadership.

Key Themes in "Dave"

"Dave" is rich with themes that resonate on both personal and societal levels. Understanding these themes is
crucial for answering the questions on the worksheet.

1. Authenticity and Identity

The film explores what it means to be authentic in a world filled with facades. Dave, although impersonating
the President, brings his own values and beliefs to the role. His journey prompts viewers to consider the
distinction between public personas and private identities.

2. Leadership and Responsibility

Dave's accidental presidency raises questions about the nature of leadership. He demonstrates that effective
leadership is grounded in empathy, honesty, and the willingness to prioritize the public good over personal gain.



This theme is particularly relevant in today's political climate, where the integrity of leaders is often under
scrutiny.

3. The Power of the Common Man

Dave’s character represents the ordinary citizen's perspective and ability to effect change. His unique approach
to governance highlights the idea that anyone, regardless of background or experience, can step up to make a
difference in society.

4. Political Satire

The film employs humor to critique the political system. It highlights the absurdities of political life and the
disconnect between politicians and the electorate. By portraying a relatable hero in the form of Dave, the film
invites audiences to reflect on the importance of accountability in politics.

Character Analysis

Understanding the characters in "Dave" is essential for answering worksheet questions related to character
motivations and development.

1. Dave Kovic

Dave is the film's protagonist. His character embodies kindness, humility, and a sense of moral duty. As he
navigates the complexities of his role, he evolves from a passive observer of politics to an active participant
who seeks to implement positive change.

2. President Bill Mitchell

Bill Mitchell represents the archetype of the disconnected politician. His character serves as a foil to Dave,
highlighting the contrast between self-serving leadership and genuine care for the public.

3. Ellen Mitchell

Ellen, the First Lady, initially appears as a typical political spouse but becomes a pivotal character as she
recognizes Dave's authenticity. Her relationship with Dave brings depth to her character, showcasing her own
desire for honesty and connection.

4. The Vice President

The Vice President, played by Ben Kingsley, is portrayed as a manipulative and power-hungry character. His
interactions with Dave underscore the theme of corruption in politics and the struggle for power.



Worksheet Answer Framework

When working on the "Dave" presidential movie worksheet, students may encounter various types of questions.
Below is a framework for how to approach answers based on the film's content.

1. Multiple Choice Questions

These questions often test basic comprehension of the plot and characters. For example:

- Question: What is Dave’s profession before becoming the President?
- Answer: He runs a temporary employment agency.

- Question: Who initially recruits Dave to impersonate the President?
- Answer: The Secret Service.

2. Short Answer Questions

These questions require students to provide more detailed responses. For instance:

- Question: Describe how Dave's decisions as President differ from those of the real Bill Mitchell.
- Answer: Dave prioritizes the welfare of the people, implementing policies that reflect his values, such as
improving social welfare programs, while Bill Mitchell is more concerned with political gain and maintaining
power.

- Question: What role does Ellen Mitchell play in Dave's journey?
- Answer: Ellen becomes an ally to Dave, helping him navigate his role as President and ultimately supporting
his vision for a more compassionate and honest administration.

3. Essay Questions

These questions encourage critical thinking and analysis:

- Question: Discuss the theme of authenticity in "Dave". How does it manifest through the characters and plot?
- Answer: Authenticity is central to the film, illustrated through Dave's genuine approach to leadership
compared to the superficiality of political life. His ability to connect with everyday citizens and prioritize their
needs reflects a true leader's character.

- Question: Analyze the use of satire in "Dave". How does it contribute to the film's commentary on politics?
- Answer: The film uses humor to highlight the absurdities of the political system, showing how disconnected
politicians can become from their constituents. By presenting a relatable character like Dave, the film
encourages viewers to question the status quo and advocate for leadership that prioritizes integrity.

Conclusion

The "Dave" presidential movie worksheet answers serve as a valuable tool for educators and students alike,
facilitating a deeper understanding of the film's themes, characters, and the broader implications of its
narrative. By analyzing the film's content, students can engage critically with issues of leadership,
authenticity, and the role of the common man in politics. "Dave" remains a relevant and insightful commentary
on the complexities of governance, making it an enduring classic in the realm of political satire.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of the movie 'Dave'?

The main theme of 'Dave' revolves around the idea of identity and integrity in politics, showcasing how an
ordinary person can influence change in a corrupt political system.

How does the character Dave become involved in the presidency?

Dave becomes involved in the presidency when he is hired to impersonate the incapacitated president, leading to
unexpected challenges and opportunities to enact positive change.

What ethical dilemmas are presented in 'Dave'?

The film presents ethical dilemmas such as the authenticity of leadership, the manipulation of public perception,
and the moral responsibilities of those in power.

How does the film address the concept of democracy?

The film addresses democracy by illustrating the importance of citizen involvement and the impact of leadership
decisions on the public, emphasizing that true representation is essential for a functioning democracy.

What lessons can be learned from Dave's character regarding leadership?

Lessons from Dave's character include the importance of honesty, compassion, and the willingness to listen to
the needs of the people, highlighting how true leadership is about serving others.
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