david bowie album by album

David Bowie album by album, we embark on an exploration of the illustrious and
transformative career of one of music's most enigmatic figures. David Bowie, born David
Robert Jones on January 8, 1947, in Brixton, London, was not only a prolific musician but
also an innovator whose influence transcended genres and generations. Over the course of
his career, Bowie released numerous albums, each marking a distinct phase in his artistic
evolution. This article delves into his discography album by album, highlighting key
themes, musical styles, and the cultural impact of his work.

1. Early Years: 1967-1971

Bowie's early years were marked by experimentation and the search for a unique sound.

1.1. David Bowie (1967)

Bowie's self-titled debut album was released in 1967, featuring a collection of whimsical
songs influenced by the British pop and psychedelic scene. Notable tracks include "Rubber
Band" and "Love You Till Tuesday." Despite receiving little commercial success, it
showcased Bowie's early songwriting talent and artistic vision.

1.2. Space Oddity (1969)

The release of "Space Oddity" marked a pivotal moment in Bowie's career. The title track,
which tells the story of astronaut Major Tom, became a hit and defined Bowie as a serious
artist. The album also features "Letter to Hermione" and "Wild Eyed Boy from Freecloud,"
blending folk, rock, and avant-garde influences.

1.3. The Man Who Sold the World (1970)

This album saw Bowie embracing a heavier, more rock-oriented sound. The title track,
later covered by Nirvana, explores themes of identity and alienation. "All the Madmen"
and "The Width of a Circle" further showcase his artistic transformation, laying the
groundwork for his future persona.

1.4. Hunky Dory (1971)

"Hunky Dory" is often regarded as one of Bowie's finest works. It features iconic tracks
like "Changes," "Life on Mars?," and "Oh! You Pretty Things." The album blends rock, pop,
and glam influences, reflecting Bowie's fascination with art and culture. It was also the
first album to feature the character Ziggy Stardust.



2. Ziggy Stardust and the Glam Rock Era:
1972-1974

Bowie's creation of Ziggy Stardust marked the beginning of his most flamboyant phase.

2.1. The Rise and Fall of Ziggy Stardust and the Spiders
from Mars (1972)

This concept album tells the story of an androgynous rock star from outer space. With
tracks like "Starman," "Suffragette City," and the title track, Bowie explored themes of
fame, sexuality, and societal norms. The album was critically acclaimed and cemented
Bowie’s status as a cultural icon.

2.2. Aladdin Sane (1973)

Often referred to as "Ziggy goes to America," "Aladdin Sane" continued the narrative of
Ziggy Stardust while introducing a more polished sound. The album includes hits like "The
Jean Genie" and "Drive-In Saturday." The striking cover art, featuring Bowie with a
lightning bolt across his face, became iconic.

2.3. Pin Ups (1973)

"Pin Ups" is a collection of cover songs that pay homage to Bowie's musical influences
from the 1960s. Tracks like "Sorrow" and "Where Have All the Good Times Gone"
showcase his ability to reinterpret classics, while also reflecting his deep-rooted
appreciation for rock and pop history.

2.4. Diamond Dogs (1974)

"Diamond Dogs" marks a significant shift in Bowie's sound, incorporating elements of funk
and soul. The album is a dystopian concept piece that addresses themes of rebellion and
the apocalypse. Notable tracks include "Rebel Rebel" and "Diamond Dogs," which
exemplify Bowie's artistic ambition and lyrical depth.

3. Berlin Trilogy and Reinvention: 1976-1979

In the mid-1970s, Bowie moved to Berlin, where he collaborated with Brian Eno, leading
to a new phase of musical experimentation.

3.1. Low (1977)

"Low" is renowned for its avant-garde approach, blending rock with electronic



soundscapes. The album features a divided structure, with the first half consisting of
traditional songs and the second half comprising instrumental tracks. Standout songs
include "Sound and Vision" and "Be My Wife," showcasing Bowie's innovative spirit.

3.2. "Heroes" (1977)

The second installment of the Berlin Trilogy, "Heroes" is best known for its title track,
which celebrates love and resilience amidst adversity. The album presents a more polished
sound, with elements of ambient music and rock. Other notable tracks include "Beauty and
the Beast" and "The Secret Life of Arabia."

3.3. Lodger (1979)

Completing the Berlin Trilogy, "Lodger" features a diverse range of musical styles,
incorporating world music influences. The album contains tracks like "Fantastic Voyage"
and "Boys Keep Swinging," reflecting Bowie's willingness to push boundaries and redefine
his sound.

4. The 1980s: Mainstream Success and
Commercial Appeal

The 1980s witnessed Bowie achieving mainstream success while experimenting with new
musical styles.

4.1. Scary Monsters (and Super Creeps) (1980)

"Scary Monsters" represents a transitional period for Bowie, combining elements of his
past with contemporary sounds. The album includes the hit "Ashes to Ashes," which
revisits the Major Tom narrative. Other standout tracks include "Fashion" and "It's No
Game," both showcasing Bowie's commentary on fame and the music industry.

4.2. Let’s Dance (1983)

"Let’s Dance" marked a significant commercial breakthrough for Bowie, featuring a more
accessible sound. The title track, along with "China Girl" and "Modern Love," topped
charts worldwide. The album's production, led by Nile Rodgers, introduced a dance-
oriented approach that appealed to a wider audience.

4.3. Tonight (1984)

"Tonight" continued Bowie's mainstream success but received mixed reviews. The album
includes covers such as "God Only Knows" and original tracks like "Blue Jean." Although it
showcased Bowie's pop sensibilities, it lacked the critical acclaim of its predecessor.



4.4. Never Let Me Down (1987)

"Never Let Me Down" was met with a lukewarm reception, marking a low point in Bowie’s
career. The album features tracks like "Day-In, Day-Out" and "Time Will Crawl." Despite
its commercial success, many fans and critics found it less innovative than previous works.

5. 1990s: A Period of Reflection and Reinvention

The 1990s saw Bowie experimenting with new genres while reflecting on his legacy.

5.1. Tin Machine (1989)

Bowie formed the band Tin Machine, releasing two albums in the late 1980s. The self-
titled debut featured a raw, guitar-driven sound, with tracks like "Heaven's Children" and
"Tin Machine." This project allowed Bowie to explore new musical territory while stepping
away from his solo career.

5.2. Black Tie White Noise (1993)

Bowie returned to solo work with "Black Tie White Noise," which features a mix of styles,
including jazz and electronic influences. The album includes "The Wedding" and "Jump
They Say," showcasing a more mature and introspective Bowie.

5.3. The Buddha of Suburbia (1993)

Originally a soundtrack for a BBC miniseries, "The Buddha of Suburbia" features a blend
of styles and themes reflecting multicultural Britain. The title track and "Strangers When
We Meet" received critical acclaim, highlighting Bowie's ability to adapt to new musical
landscapes.

6. The 2000s and Beyond: Legacy and Final Works

In the new millennium, Bowie continued to innovate while reflecting on his extensive
career.

6.1. Heathen (2002)

"Heathen" marked Bowie's return to form, receiving positive reviews for its introspective
themes and cohesive sound. The album features tracks like "Slow Burn" and "Everyone
Says 'Hi,"" showcasing Bowie's lyrical depth and musical evolution.



6.2. Reality (2003)

"Reality" continued Bowie's exploration of personal themes and contemporary issues. The
album includes "New Killer Star" and "Never Gonna Be the Same," illustrating Bowie's
enduring relevance in the music industry.

6.3. The Next Day (2013)

After a decade-long hiatus, "The Next Day" was released, featuring songs like "Where Are
We Now?" and "The Stars (Are Out Tonight)." The album received critical acclaim,
reflecting Bowie's ability to remain relevant in an ever-changing musical landscape.

6.4. Blackstar (2016)

Released just two days before

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the key themes explored in David Bowie's
album 'The Rise and Fall of Ziggy Stardust and the
Spiders from Mars'?

The album explores themes of identity, fame, and the duality of human nature through the
character of Ziggy Stardust, a rock star and alien who grapples with the pressures of fame
and the consequences of his choices.

How did David Bowie's album 'Heroes' mark a shift in
his musical style?

'Heroes' showcased a shift towards a more polished production and embraced the use of
synthesizers, reflecting the influence of the Berlin Trilogy. It combined rock with ambient
and electronic elements, capturing the tension of the Cold War era.

What impact did the album 'Young Americans' have on
David Bowie's career?

‘Young Americans' marked Bowie's transition into a more soulful sound, incorporating
elements of funk and R&B. This album helped him gain a broader audience in the United
States and solidified his reputation as a versatile artist.

What is the significance of the album 'Blackstar' in
David Bowie's discography?

'‘Blackstar' is significant as it was released just two days before Bowie's death, serving as a



poignant farewell. The album features experimental jazz influences and explores themes of
mortality, making it a deeply introspective and powerful work.

How did 'Let's Dance' redefine David Bowie's image and
sound?

'Let's Dance' saw Bowie embrace a more mainstream pop sound, with danceable tracks
and a polished production. This shift not only revitalized his career but also introduced
him to a new generation of fans, solidifying his status as a pop icon.
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