DESCRIBE PICTURES SPEECH THERAPY

DESCRIBE PICTURES SPEECH THERAPY IS AN ESSENTIAL TECHNIQUE USED BY SPEECH-LANGUAGE PATHOLOGISTS TO ENHANCE
COMMUNICATION SKILLS, PARTICULARLY IN CHILDREN AND ADULTS WITH SPEECH AND LANGUAGE DISORDERS. THIS METHOD
INVOLVES USING VISUAL STIMULI—PICTURES OR IMAGES—TO PROVOKE VERBAL RESPONSES, AIDING IN THE DEVELOPMENT OF
VOCABULARY, SENTENCE STRUCTURE, AND EXPRESSIVE LANGUAGE ABILITIES. IN SPEECH THERAPY, DESCRIBING PICTURES SERVES
AS A PRACTICAL AND INTERACTIVE TOOL TO ASSESS AND IMPROVE VARIOUS LINGUISTIC COMPONENTS SUCH AS SYNTAX,
SEMANTICS, AND NARRATIVE SKILLS. THIS ARTICLE EXPLORES THE SIGNIFICANCE OF DESCRIBE PICTURES SPEECH THERAPY, ITS
APPLICATIONS, AND EFFECTIVE STRATEGIES FOR IMPLEMENTATION. ADDITIONALLY, IT HIGHLIGHTS HOW THIS APPROACH
SUPPORTS DIFFERENT SPEECH AND LANGUAGE CHALLENGES WHILE PROMOTING COGNITIVE AND SOCIAL COMMUNICATION. THE
FOLLOWING SECTIONS PROVIDE DETAILED INSIGHTS INTO THE BENEFITS, TECHNIQUES, AND BEST PRACTICES FOR UTILIZING
PICTURE DESCRIPTION ACTIVITIES IN SPEECH THERAPY SESSIONS.

o [UNDERSTANDING DESCRIBE PICTURES SPEECH THERAPY

BeNerITS oF UsING PICTURE DESCRIPTION IN SPEECH THERAPY

TECHNIQUES AND STRATEGIES FOR EFFECTIVE PICTURE DESCRIPTION
o APPLICATIONS FOR DIFFERENT SPEECH AND LANGUAGE DISORDERS

MEASURING PROGRESS AND OUTCOMES IN PICTURE DESCRIPTION ACTIVITIES

UNDERSTANDING DESCRIBE PICTURES SPEECH THERAPY

DESCRIBE PICTURES SPEECH THERAPY IS A THERAPEUTIC APPROACH WHERE INDIVIDUALS ARE PROMPTED TO OBSERVE AND
VERBALLY DESCRIBE VISUAL SCENES OR IMAGES. THIS TECHNIQUE ENCOURAGES EXPRESSIVE LANGUAGE USE, REQUIRING THE
SPEAKER TO ORGANIZE THOUGHTS, SELECT APPROPRIATE VOCABULARY, AND CONSTRUCT COHERENT SENTENCES. THE THERAPY
OFTEN INVOLVES A VARIETY OF PICTURES, FROM SIMPLE OBJECTS TO COMPLEX SCENES, TAILORED TO THE INDIVIDUAL’S
LANGUAGE LEVEL AND GOALS. BY ENGAGING WITH PICTURES, CLIENTS CAN PRACTICE FORMULATING DESCRIPTIONS THAT ENHANCE
THEIR ABILITY TO COMMUNICATE EFFECTIVELY IN EVERYDAY CONTEXTS.

RoLE ofF VISUAL STIMULI IN LANGUAGE DEVELOPMENT

VISUAL STIMULI LIKE PICTURES PLAY A CRUCIAL ROLE IN LANGUAGE ACQUISITION AND REHABILITATION. IMAGES PROVIDE
CONCRETE REFERENCES THAT FACILITATE COMPREHENSION AND EXPRESSION, MAKING ABSTRACT CONCEPTS MORE ACCESSIBLE. IN
SPEECH THERAPY , PICTURES HELP BRIDGE THE GAP BETWEEN RECEPTIVE AND EXPRESSIVE LANGUAGE SKILLS BY PROMPTING CLIENTS
TO INTERPRET AND COMMUNICATE WHAT THEY SEE. THIS MULTISENSORY APPROACH IS BENEFICIAL FOR INDIVIDUALS WITH
DIVERSE LANGUAGE IMPAIRMENTS, HELPING TO REINFORCE VOCABULARY AND GRAMMAR THROUGH CONTEXTUALIZED PRACTICE.

CoMPONENTS oF PicTURE DEsScrIPTION T Asks

PICTURE DESCRIPTION TASKS TYPICALLY INVOLVE SEVERAL LINGUISTIC COMPONENTS, INCLUDING:

® VOCABULARY RECALL: NAMING OBJECTS, ACTIONS, AND ATTRIBUTES WITHIN THE PICTURE.



SeNTENCE CONSTRUCTION: FORMULATING COMPLETE AND GRAMMATICALLY CORRECT SENTENCES.

UsEe oF DesCRIPTIVE LANGUAGE: INCORPORATING ADJECTIVES, ADVERBS, AND PREPOSITIONS.

NARRATIVE SKILLS: SEQUENCING EVENTS AND DESCRIBING INTERACTIONS BETWEEN CHARACTERS OR OBJECTS.

PRAGMATIC LANGUAGE: USING APPROPRIATE LANGUAGE FOR DIFFERENT SOCIAL CONTEXTS.

BENEFITS OF USING PICTURE DESCRIPTION IN SPEECH THERAPY

INCORPORATING PICTURE DESCRIPTION INTO SPEECH THERAPY OFFERS SEVERAL BENEFITS THAT CONTRIBUTE TO COMPREHENSIVE
LANGUAGE DEVELOPMENT. THIS METHOD IS VERSATILE AND ADAPTABLE FOR VARIOUS AGE GROUPS AND LANGUAGE DISORDERS,
MAKING IT A FUNDAMENTAL TOOL IN CLINICAL PRACTICE.

ENHANCEMENT OF EXPRESSIVE LANGUAGE SKILLS

DESCRIBING PICTURES REQUIRES ACTIVE LANGUAGE PRODUCTION, WHICH STRENGTHENS EXPRESSIVE SKILLS. CLIENTS PRACTICE
RETRIEVING AND ORGANIZING WORDS TO CONVEY MEANING ACCURATELY, PROMOTING FLUENCY AND CLARITY IN SPEECH. THis
ACTIVE ENGAGEMENT SUPPORTS IMPROVEMENT IN SENTENCE COMPLEXITY AND WORD CHOICE, CRITICAL FOR EFFECTIVE
COMMUNICATION.

IMPROVEMENT IN COGNITIVE-LINGUISTIC ABILITIES

PICTURE DESCRIPTION TASKS STIMULATE COGNITIVE PROCESSES SUCH AS ATTENTION, MEMORY, AND PROBLEM-SOLVING.
CLIENTS ANALYZE VISUAL DETAILS, MAKE INFERENCES, AND GENERATE COHERENT NARRATIVES, WHICH ENHANCES HIGHER-ORDER
LANGUAGE FUNCTIONS. THIS COGNITIVE-LINGUISTIC INTEGRATION IS ESSENTIAL FOR UNDERSTANDING AND PRODUCING
MEANINGFUL DISCOURSE.

SuUPPORT FOR SociAL COMMUNICATION AND PRAGMATICS

USING PICTURES DEPICTING SOCIAL SCENARIOS ALLOWS CLIENTS TO PRACTICE PRAGMATIC LANGUAGE SKILLS, INCLUDING TURN-
TAKING, PERSPECTIVE-TAKING, AND APPROPRIATE CONVERSATIONAL BEHAVIORS. THIS PRACTICE IS PARTICULARLY BENEFICIAL
FOR INDIVIDUALS WITH SOCIAL COMMUNICATION DISORDERS OR AUTISM SPECTRUM DISORDER, AS IT PROVIDES A STRUCTURED
CONTEXT FOR LEARNING SOCIAL NORMS.

INCREASED MOTIVATION AND ENGAGEMENT

VISUAL MATERIALS OFTEN MAKE THERAPY SESSIONS MORE ENGAGING AND LESS INTIMIDATING. PICTURES CAPTURE ATTENTION
AND PROVIDE A SHARED FOCUS FOR INTERACTION BETWEEN THE CLINICIAN AND CLIENT. THIS INCREASED MOTIVATION CAN LEAD
TO MORE CONSISTENT PARTICIPATION AND BETTER THERAPEUTIC OUTCOMES.



TECHNIQUES AND STRATEGIES FOR EFFECTIVE PICTURE DESCRIPTION

SUCCESSFUL IMPLEMENTATION OF DESCRIBE PICTURES SPEECH THERAPY REQUIRES THOUGHTFUL SELECTION OF MATERIALS AND
STRATEGIC PROMPTING TO MAXIMIZE LANGUAGE OUTPUT. SPEECH THERAPISTS EMPLOY VARIOUS TECHNIQUES TAILORED TO THE
CLIENT’S NEEDS AND ABILITIES.

CHOOSING APPROPRIATE PICTURES

THE SELECTION OF PICTURES SHOULD ALIGN WITH THE CLIENT’S LANGUAGE LEVEL, INTERESTS, AND THERAPY GOALS. PICTURES
CAN RANGE FROM SIMPLE SINGLE-OBJECT IMAGES TO COMPLEX SCENES INVOLVING MULTIPLE CHARACTERS AND ACTIONS.
CONSIDERATIONS INCLUDE CULTURAL RELEVANCE, CLARITY, AND THE POTENTIAL TO ELICIT TARGET LANGUAGE STRUCTURES.

PROMPTING AND SCAFFOLDING METHODS

CLINICIANS USE PROMPTS TO GUIDE CLIENTS IN DESCRIBING PICTURES EFFECTIVELY. EXAMPLES INCLUDE:

o OPEN-ENDED QUESTIONS: “W/HAT IS HAPPENING IN THIS PICTUREP”

WH-QUESTIONS: “W/HO IS IN THE PICTURE? WHAT ARE THEY DOINGP”

o SENTENCE STARTERS: “IN THIS PICTURE, | SEE...”

MODELING: DEMONSTRATING A DESCRIPTIVE SENTENCE FOR IMITATION.

EXPANSION: REPEATING AND EXPANDING THE CLIENT’S RESPONSE TO MODEL MORE COMPLEX LANGUAGE.

INCORPORATING TECHNOLOGY AND DIGITAL TooLs

DIGITAL PLATFORMS AND APPS OFFER INTERACTIVE PICTURE DESCRIPTION ACTIVITIES THAT CAN ENHANCE TRADITIONAL THERAPY
METHODS. THESE TOOLS OFTEN INCLUDE FEATURES LIKE AUDIO RECORDING, INSTANT FEEDBACK, AND CUSTOMIZABLE IMAGE
LIBRARIES, SUPPORTING REMOTE OR IN-PERSON THERAPY EFFECTIVELY.

APPLICATIONS FOR DIFFERENT SPEECH AND LANGUAGE DISORDERS

DESCRIBE PICTURES SPEECH THERAPY IS VERSATILE AND CAN BE ADAPTED FOR A WIDE RANGE OF SPEECH AND LANGUAGE
DISORDERS. |TS TARGETED USE ADDRESSES SPECIFIC DEFICITS AND PROMOTES FUNCTIONAL COMMUNICATION.

UsE IN APHASIA REHABILITATION

FOR INDIVIDUALS WITH APHASIA , PICTURE DESCRIPTION TASKS HELP REGAIN LANGUAGE ABILITIES BY ENCOURAGING WORD
RETRIEVAL AND SENTENCE FORMATION. GRADUAL PROGRESSION FROM NAMING OBJECTS TO DESCRIBING COMPLEX SCENES ASSISTS
IN REBUILDING EXPRESSIVE LANGUAGE SKILLS LOST DUE TO BRAIN INJURY OR STROKE.



SuPPORT FOR CHILDHOOD LANGUAGE DELAYS

CHILDREN WITH LANGUAGE DELAYS OR DISORDERS BENEFIT FROM PICTURE DESCRIPTION EXERCISES THAT STIMULATE
VOCABULARY GROWTH AND SYNTACTIC DEVELOPMENT. STRUCTURED PROMPTS AND REPETITION FACILITATE LEARNING OF NEW
W ORDS AND GRAMMATICAL PATTERNS IN A MEANINGFUL CONTEXT.

INTERVENTION FOR AUTISM SPECTRUM Disorber (ASD)

PICTURE DESCRIPTION IS USEFUL IN ASD THERAPY TO IMPROVE NARRATIVE SKILLS AND SOCIAL COMMUNICATION. VISUAL
SUPPORTS HELP CHILDREN UNDERSTAND SOCIAL CUES AND STORY STRUCTURE, FOSTERING BETTER CONVERSATIONAL ABILITIES
AND PRAGMATIC LANGUAGE USE.

ADDRESSING ARTICULATION AND PHONOLOGICAL DISORDERS

IN CASES WHERE SPEECH SOUND PRODUCTION IS AFFECTED, PICTURE DESCRIPTION TASKS CAN BE COMBINED WITH TARGETED
ARTICULATION PRACTICE. NAMING AND DESCRIBING PICTURES ENCOURAGE REPEATED PRODUCTION OF SPECIFIC SOUNDS WITHIN
MEANINGFUL LANGUAGE ACTIVITIES.

MEASURING PROGRESS AND OUTCOMES IN PICTURE DESCRIPTION ACTIVITIES

ASSESSMENT AND MONITORING ARE CRITICAL COMPONENTS OF DESCRIBE PICTURES SPEECH THERAPY TO ENSURE THAT
THERAPEUTIC GOALS ARE BEING MET EFFECTIVELY. V ARIOUS TOOLS AND METHODS ARE USED TO EVALUATE CLIENT PROGRESS.

QUALITATIVE OBSERVATIONS

SPEECH THERAPISTS OBSERVE CHANGES IN LANGUAGE COMPLEXITY, VOCABULARY USE, FLUENCY, AND NARRATIVE COHERENCE
DURING PICTURE DESCRIPTION TASKS. THESE OBSERVATIONS HELP GUIDE ONGOING THERAPY ADJUSTMENTS AND GOAL SETTING.

STANDARDIZED AND INFORMAL ASSESSMENTS

STANDARDIZED LANGUAGE ASSESSMENTS MAY INCLUDE PICTURE DESCRIPTION COMPONENTS TO QUANTIFY EXPRESSIVE LANGUAGE
ABILITIES. INFORMAL MEASURES SUCH AS LANGUAGE SAMPLE ANALYSIS PROVIDE DETAILED INFORMATION ABOUT MORPHOSYNTAX
AND SEMANTIC DEVELOPMENT.

CLieNnT AND CAREGIVER FEEDBACK

FEEDBACK FROM CLIENTS AND CAREGIVERS ABOUT COMMUNICATION IMPROVEMENTS IN DAILY LIFE COMPLEMENTS FORMAL
ASSESSMENTS. THIS INPUT IS VALUABLE FOR TAILORING THERAPY TO FUNCTIONAL COMMUNICATION NEEDS.



Use oF TECHNOLOGY FOR DATA COLLECTION

DIGITAL RECORDING AND ANALYSIS TOOLS FACILITATE ACCURATE TRACKING OF LANGUAGE PRODUCTION DURING PICTURE
DESCRIPTION TASKS. THESE TECHNOLOGIES ENABLE DETAILED ANALYSIS OF SPEECH RATE, ERROR PATTERNS, AND NARRATIVE
STRUCTURE OVER TIME.

FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS

\WHAT IS THE PURPOSE OF USING 'DESCRIBE PICTURES’ ACTIVITIES IN SPEECH THERAPY?

‘DESCRIBE PICTURES’ ACTIVITIES IN SPEECH THERAPY HELP IMPROVE A CLIENT'S EXPRESSIVE LANGUAGE SKILLS, VOCABULARY,
SENTENCE STRUCTURE, AND OVERALL COMMUNICATION BY ENCOURAGING THEM TO VERBALLY DESCRIBE VISUAL STIMULL.

How DO ‘DESCRIBE PICTURES' EXERCISES BENEFIT CHILDREN WITH SPEECH DELAYS?

THESE EXERCISES ENCOURAGE CHILDREN TO PRACTICE FORMING SENTENCES, EXPAND THEIR VOCABULARY, ENHANCE THEIR
NARRATIVE SKILLS, AND IMPROVE THEIR ABILITY TO ORGANIZE THOUGHTS VERBALLY, WHICH ARE CRUCIAL FOR OVERCOMING
SPEECH DELAYS.

\WHAT TYPES OF PICTURES ARE MOST EFFECTIVE FOR SPEECH THERAPY DESCRIPTION
TASKS?

PICTURES THAT ARE COLORFUL, ENGAGING, AND CONTAIN MULTIPLE ELEMENTS OR ACTIONS ARE MOST EFFECTIVE BECAUSE THEY
PROVIDE AMPLE OPPORTUNITIES FOR CLIENTS TO DESCRIBE DETAILS, ACTIONS, EMOTIONS, AND RELATIONSHIPS.

How CAN THERAPISTS TAILOR 'DESCRIBE PICTURES' ACTIVITIES FOR CLIENTS WITH
APHASIA?

THERAPISTS CAN SELECT SIMPLER IMAGES, PROVIDE CUES OR KEYWORDS, AND GRADUALLY INCREASE COMPLEXITY TO SUPPORT
\WORD RETRIEVAL AND SENTENCE FORMULATION WHILE ACCOMMODATING THE CLIENT’S LANGUAGE COMPREHENSION LEVEL.

CAN 'DESCRIBE PICTURES' TASKS BE USED TO IMPROVE SOCIAL COMMUNICATION SKILLS?

YES, THESE TASKS PROMOTE TURN-TAKING, EYE CONTACT, AND CONVERSATIONAL SKILLS BY ENCOURAGING CLIENTS TO
DESCRIBE PICTURES AND RESPOND TO FOLLOW-UP QUESTIONS, FOSTERING PRAGMATIC LANGUAGE USE.

\WHAT STRATEGIES CAN BE USED TO MOTIVATE CLIENTS DURING 'DESCRIBE PICTURES'
SPEECH THERAPY SESSIONS?

INCORPORATING FAVORITE THEMES, USING INTERACTIVE DIGITAL APPS, OFFERING POSITIVE FEEDBACK, AND SETTING ACHIEVABLE
GOALS CAN ENHANCE MOTIVATION AND ENGAGEMENT DURING THESE ACTIVITIES.

How CAN PARENTS SUPPORT 'DESCRIBE PICTURES' SPEECH THERAPY ACTIVITIES AT
HOME?

PARENTS CAN ENGAGE CHILDREN BY ASKING OPEN-ENDED QUESTIONS ABOUT PICTURES IN BOOKS, MAGAZINES, OR PHOTOS,
ENCOURAGING DETAILED DESCRIPTIONS AND STORYTELLING TO REINFORCE SKILLS PRACTICED IN THERAPY.



ARE DIGITAL TOOLS AVAILABLE TO ASSIST WITH /DESCRIBE PICTURES/ SPEECH THERAPY
EXERCISES?

YES, THERE ARE VARIOUS APPS AND ONLINE PLATFORMS THAT OFFER INTERACTIVE PICTURE DESCRIPTION TASKS WITH
CUSTOMIZABLE FEATURES, MAKING THERAPY MORE ENGAGING AND ACCESSIBLE FOR CLIENTS.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

1. PicTure THIS! SpeecH THERAPY ACTIVITIES FOR CHILDREN

THIS BOOK OFFERS A WIDE VARIETY OF PICTURE-BASED ACTIVITIES DESIGNED TO ENGAGE CHILDREN IN SPEECH THERAPY
SESSIONS. |T INCLUDES COLORFUL IMAGES PAIRED WITH PROMPTS TO ENCOURAGE ARTICULATION, VOCABULARY BUILDING, AND
SENTENCE FORMATION. THERAPISTS AND PARENTS CAN USE THESE ACTIVITIES TO MAKE SPEECH PRACTICE FUN AND INTERACTIVE.

2. DEScRrIBING PICcTURES: A SPeecH THERAPY W oRKBOOK

FOCUSED ON HELPING CHILDREN DEVELOP DESCRIPTIVE LANGUAGE SKILLS, THIS WORKBOOK FEATURES NUMEROUS PICTURES
ACCOMPANIED BY GUIDED QUESTIONS AND EXERCISES. |T AIMS TO IMPROVE EXPRESSIVE LANGUAGE BY ENCOURAGING DETAILED
DESCRIPTIONS AND STORYTELLING. THE ACTIVITIES ARE SUITABLE FOR VARIOUS AGE GROUPS AND SPEECH ABILITIES.

3. Speak Up! PicTURE DESCRIPTION FOR SPEECH THERAPY

THIS RESOURCE PROVIDES TARGETED PICTURE DESCRIPTION TASKS THAT HELP IMPROVE FLUENCY, VOCABULARY, AND SENTENCE
STRUCTURE. EACH SECTION CONTAINS VIVID ILLUSTRATIONS WITH PROMPTS TO STIMULATE CONVERSATION AND NARRATIVE
SKILLS. |T’S IDEAL FOR THERAPISTS WORKING WITH CHILDREN WHO STRUGGLE WITH EXPRESSIVE LANGUAGE.

4. VISUAL LANGUAGE: USING PICTURES TO ENHANCE SPEECH THERAPY

THIS BOOK EXPLORES THE USE OF VISUAL AIDS AND PICTURES TO SUPPORT SPEECH THERAPY GOALS. |T INCLUDES PRACTICAL
STRATEGIES FOR INCORPORATING IMAGES INTO THERAPY SESSIONS TO BOOST COMPREHENSION AND EXPRESSION. THE GUIDE IS
HELPFUL FOR THERAPISTS SEEKING CREATIVE METHODS TO ENGAGE CLIENTS OF ALL AGES.

5. Descrise AND Discuss: PICTURE-BASED | ANGUAGE EXERCISES

DESIGNED TO IMPROVE BOTH RECEPTIVE AND EXPRESSIVE LANGUAGE, THIS BOOK FEATURES DIVERSE PICTURE SETS THAT
ENCOURAGE DETAILED DESCRIPTIONS AND DISCUSSIONS. |T PROMOTES CRITICAL THINKING AND VOCABULARY DEVELOPMENT
THROUGH GUIDED QUESTIONS AND INTERACTIVE TASKS. SUITABLE FOR SPEECH THERAPISTS, EDUCATORS, AND PARENTS.

6. PICTURE PerFECT SPEECH THERAPY: DESCRIPTIVE L ANGUAGE PRACTICE

THIS COLLECTION OF PICTURE CARDS AND WORKSHEETS FOCUSES ON ENHANCING DESCRIPTIVE LANGUAGE SKILLS IN CHILDREN
WITH SPEECH DELAYS. THE MATERIALS ENCOURAGE THE USE OF ADJECTIVES, PREPOSITIONS, AND COMPLEX SENTENCES THROUGH
ENGAGING VISUAL PROMPTS. |T SUPPORTS INDIVIDUALIZED THERAPY PLANS AND GROUP ACTIVITIES.

7. TALK ABOUT THE PICTURE: SPEECH THERAPY PROMPTS AND ACTIVITIES

A PRACTICAL GUIDE FILLED WITH PICTURES AND CORRESPONDING SPEECH PROMPTS DESIGNED TO STIMULATE CONVERSATION AND
LANGUAGE USE. THE ACTIVITIES TARGET ARTICULATION, VOCABULARY EXPANSION, AND SENTENCE FORMULATION. IT’S AN
EXCELLENT TOOL FOR BUILDING CONFIDENCE IN CHILDREN DURING THERAPY SESSIONS.

8. SEEING IS SPEAKING: USING PICTURES TO BUILD L ANGUAGE SKILLS

THIS BOOK EMPHASIZES THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN VISUAL INPUT AND VERBAL OUTPUT IN SPEECH THERAPY. |T PROVIDES A
VARIETY OF PICTURE-BASED EXERCISES AIMED AT IMPROVING NARRATIVE SKILLS, GRAMMAR, AND DESCRIPTIVE ABILITIES.
THERAPISTS WILL FIND IT USEFUL FOR CREATING ENGAGING, CLIENT-CENTERED THERAPY PLANS.

9. DescripTIVE LANGUAGE DEVELOPMENT THROUGH PICTURE SCENES

FOCUSING ON COMPLEX SCENE PICTURES, THIS RESOURCE HELPS CHILDREN PRACTICE DESCRIBING SETTINGS, ACTIONS, AND
EMOTIONS. |T INCLUDES STRUCTURED ACTIVITIES THAT ENCOURAGE DETAILED OBSERVATION AND EXPRESSIVE LANGUAGE
GROWTH. PERFECT FOR THERAPISTS WORKING WITH CHILDREN ON EXPANDING THEIR SPOKEN LANGUAGE SKILLS.
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