DETROIT TIGERS OWNER HISTORY

DeTrROIT TIGERS OWNER HISTORY IS A FASCINATING JOURNEY THAT REFLECTS THE EVOLUTION OF BASEBALL IN AMERICA AND
THE SHIFTING DYNAMICS OF SPORTS OWNERSHIP. THE DETROIT TIGERS, ONE OF MAJOR LEAGUE BASEBALL'S OLDEST
FRANCHISES, HAVE HAD A DIVERSE ARRAY OF OWNERS THROUGHOUT THEIR HISTORY. EACH OWNER HAS LEFT A UNIQUE MARK ON
THE TEAM, INFLUENCING ITS DIRECTION, SUCCESS, AND CONNECTION TO THE CITY OF DETROIT. THIS ARTICLE DELVES INTO THE
HISTORY OF THE TIGERS OWNERSHIP, HIGHLIGHTING KEY FIGURES, SIGNIFICANT CHANGES, AND THE IMPACT OF OWNERSHIP ON THE
FRANCHISE'S LEGACY.

THE EARLY DAYS: FORMATION AND OwNErsHIP (1901-1935)

THe DETROIT TIGERS WERE ESTABLISHED IN 1901 AS PART OF THE AMERICAN LEAGUE'S FIRST SEASON. THE FRANCHISE WAS
INITIALLY OWNED BY A GROUP OF LOCAL INVESTORS, WITH THE PROMINENT FIGURE BEING GEORGE V ANDERBECK, A BUSINESSMAN
WHO PLAYED A CRUCIAL ROLE IN SECURING THE TEAM'S ESTABLISHMENT IN DETROIT.

THE V ANDERBECK ERA

- GEORGE V ANDERBECK WAS ONE OF THE ORIGINAL OWNERS AND SERVED AS THE TEAM’S PRESIDENT.

- HiS OWNERSHIP WAS CHARACTERIZED BY FINANCIAL STRUGGLES, LEADING TO A REVOLVING DOOR OF PLAYERS AND
MANAGEMENT.

- THE TIGERS BEGAN TO GAIN TRACTION, CULMINATING IN THEIR FIRST AMERICAN LEAGUE PENNANT IN 1907.

THE OWNERSHIP TRANSITION

By 1909, VANDERBECK SOLD HIS INTEREST IN THE TEAM TO FRANK NAVIN, WHO WOULD BECOME A SIGNIFICANT FIGURE IN THE
TIGErRS' HISTORY. UNDER NAVIN'S STEWARDSHIP:

- THE TIGERS WON THEIR FIRST W/ ORLD SERIES TITLE IN 1935.
- NAVIN FOCUSED ON IMPROVING THE TEAM’S FACILITIES AND INVESTING IN PLAYER DEVELOPMENT.
- HE WAS INSTRUMENTAL IN BUILDING THE ICONIC NAVIN FIELD, WHICH LATER BECAME KNOWN AS TIGER STADIUM.

THE PosT-W AR PerioD: THE NAVIN AND BrIGGS FAMILIES (1935-1959)

AFTER FRANK NAVIN'S DEATH IN 1935, OWNERSHIP OF THE TEAM TRANSFERRED TO HIS FAMILY. THE BRIGGS FAMILY, WHO HAD
A MINORITY STAKE SINCE 1919, BECAME MORE INVOLVED IN THE TEAM'S OPERATIONS.

THE BrIGGS FAMILY INFLUENCE

- THE BRIGGS FAMILY EMPHASIZED MAINTAINING A COMPETITIVE TEAM, LEADING TO FURTHER SUCCESS.

- UNDER THEIR OWNERSHIP, THE TIGERS SECURED ANOTHER W/ ORLD SERIES TITLE IN 1945.

- THE TEAM FACED CHALLENGES, INCLUDING FINANCIAL HARDSHIPS AFTER W/ ORLD W/ AR || AND THE DECLINE OF THE AMERICAN
AUTOMOTIVE INDUSTRY.



THE 1960s AnD 1970s: THe BIRTH oF THE FREE AGENT ERA

IN THE LATE 1950s, THE TIGERS WERE SOLD TO JOHN FETZER, A LOCAL MEDIA MOGUL. FETZER'S OWNERSHIP MARKED A NEW
CHAPTER IN THE TEAM’S HISTORY.

JoHN FETZER’S TENURE

- FETZER WAS KNOWN FOR HIS PROGRESSIVE APPROACH TO TEAM MANAGEMENT AND WAS AN ADVOCATE FOR PLAYER RIGHTS.
- HE HELPED ESTABLISH THE FREE AGENT SYSTEM, ALLOWING PLAYERS MORE FREEDOM IN CONTRACT NEGOTIATIONS.

- UNDER HIS OWNERSHIP, THE TIGERS REACHED THE W/ ORLD SERIES IN 1968 AND EMERGED VICTORIOUS, SOLIDIFYING THEIR
PLACE IN BASEBALL HISTORY.

THe 1980s AND 1990s: SHIFTING OwnNersHIP (1980-1999)

FOLLOWING FETZER'S DEATH IN 1988, THE TEAM UNDERWENT VARIOUS OWNERSHIP CHANGES. THE MOST NOTABLE WAS THE
SALE OF THE TEAM TO MIKE ILITCH IN 1992.

THe MIke ILiITCH ERA

- Mike ILITCH, FOUNDER OF LITTLE CAESARS PI1zZA, INVESTED HEAVILY IN THE TEAM AND AIMED TO RESTORE ITS FORMER GLORY.
- His OWNERSHIP SAW THE TIGERS WINNING THE W/ ORLD SERIES IN 1984, MARKING A HIGH POINT FOR THE FRANCHISE.

- ILITCH'S COMMITMENT TO IMPROVING THE TEAM'S FACILITIES CULMINATED IN THE CONSTRUCTION OF COMERICA PARK, WHICH
opPeneD IN 2000.

THE 2 1sT CeNTURY: THE ILITcH FAMILY AND Beyono (2000-PresenT)

AFTER MIKE ILITCH'S DEATH IN 2017, HIS FAMILY CONTINUED TO OPERATE THE TEAM. THE ILITCH FAMILY REMAINS DEEPLY
INVOLVED IN THE TIGERS’ MANAGEMENT AND HAS FOCUSED ON MAINTAINING THE FRANCHISE'S COMPETITIVE EDGE.

CURRENT OWNERSHIP STRUCTURE

- THE TIGERS ARE NOW OWNED BY THE ILITCH FAMILY, WITH CHRISTOPHER ILITCH AS THE CEO.

- THE FAMILY HAS MADE SIGNIFICANT INVESTMENTS IN PLAYER DEVELOPMENT AND SCOUTING TO REBUILD THE TEAM.

- DESPITE CHALLENGES, SUCH AS FINANCIAL STRAINS AND COMPETITIVE STRUGGLES, THE ILITCH FAMILY REMAINS COMMITTED TO
THE TIGERS AND THE CITY OF DETROIT.

IMPACT OF OWNERSHIP ON THE DETROIT TIGERS

OWNERSHIP HAS PROFOUNDLY IMPACTED THE TIGERS’ SUCCESS, COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT, AND OVERALL LEGACY. HERE ARE
SOME KEY TAKEAWAYS:

SuccessFUL LEADERSHIP

- STRONG OWNERSHIP HAS OFTEN CORRELATED WITH SUCCESSFUL SEASONS, AS SEEN DURING THE ERAS OF FRANK NAVIN AND
MIKE ILITCH.

- INVESTMENT IN PLAYER DEVELOPMENT AND FACILITIES HAS BEEN CRUCIAL IN ATTRACTING TALENT AND FOSTERING A WINNING
CULTURE.



CoMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT

- THE ILITCH FAMILY HAS EMPHASIZED COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT, OFTEN SUPPORTING LOCAL INITIATIVES AND CHARITIES.
- THE TIGERS HAVE PARTICIPATED IN NUMEROUS PROGRAMS TO PROMOTE YOUTH INVOLVEMENT IN SPORTS, REFLECTING THE
OWNERS COMMITMENT TO DETROIT.

CHALLENGES AND RESILIENCE

- FINANCIAL STRUGGLES AND MARKET CHALLENGES HAVE TESTED THE FRANCHISE, PARTICULARLY DURING THE TRANSITION FROM
THE 1990s 1o THE 2000s.
- THe TIGERS HAVE SHOWN RESILIENCE THROUGH REBUILDING PHASES, WITH THE SUPPORT OF THEIR DEDICATED FAN BASE.

CoNcLUSION

THE OWNERSHIP HISTORY OF THE DETROIT TIGERS IS A TAPESTRY WOVEN WITH THE STORIES OF INFLUENTIAL FIGURES, EACH
CONTRIBUTING TO THE FRANCHISE'S LEGACY IN UNIQUE WAYS. FROM THE EARLY DAYS OF GEORGE V ANDERBECK TO THE MODERN
ERA UNDER THE |LITCH FAMILY, THE TIGERS HAVE NAVIGATED CHALLENGES, CELEBRATED TRIUMPHS, AND MAINTAINED A
STEADFAST CONNECTION TO THE CITY OF DETROIT. AS THE TEAM CONTINUES TO EVOLVE, THE INFLUENCE OF ITS OWNERS WILL
REMAIN A VITAL PART OF ITS NARRATIVE, SHAPING THE FUTURE OF ONE OF BASEBALL'S OLDEST AND MOST CHERISHED
FRANCHISES. THE STORY OF THE DETROIT TIGERS' OWNERSHIP IS A TESTAMENT TO THE ENDURING SPIRIT OF BASEBALL AND ITS
ABILITY TO UNITE COMMUNITIES, INSPIRE GENERATIONS, AND CREATE LASTING MEMORIES.

FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS

\W/HO WAS THE FIRST OWNER OF THE DETROIT TIGERS?

THE FIRST OWNER OF THE DETROIT TIGERS WAS GEORGE V ANDERBECK, WHO FOUNDED THE TEAM IN 1894,

How DID THE OWNERSHIP OF THE DETROIT TIGERS CHANGE IN THE EARLY 20TH
CENTURY?

IN THE EARLY 20TH CENTURY, THE TEAM WAS OWNED BY A SERIES OF INDIVIDUALS, WITH FRANK NAVIN ACQUIRING CONTROL IN
1906 AND SERVING AS OWNER UNTIL HIS DEATH IN 1935.

WHAT SIGNIFICANT CHANGE OCCURRED IN THE OWNERSHIP OF THE TIGERS IN 1983?

IN 1983, THE OWNERSHIP OF THE TIGERS CHANGED WHEN THE TEAM WAS PURCHASED BY MIKE ILITCH, WHO OWNED THE TEAM
UNTIL HIS DEATH IN 2017.

\W/HO TOOK OVER THE OWNERSHIP OF THE DETROIT TIGERS AFTER MIKE ILITCH?

AFTER MIKE ILITCH'S DEATH IN 2017, OWNERSHIP OF THE DETROIT TIGERS WAS PASSED TO HIS CHILDREN, PARTICULARLY
CHRISTOPHER ILITCH, WHO BECAME THE CEO OF THE ILITCH ORGANIZATION.

WHAT IMPACT DID MIKE ILITCH HAVE ON THE DETROIT TIGERS DURING HIS O\WNERSHIP?

MIKE ILITCH SIGNIFICANTLY IMPACTED THE TIGERS BY INVESTING IN PLAYER ACQUISITIONS AND FACILITIES, LEADING TO THE
TeaM's 2006 AMERICAN LEAGUE PENNANT AND SUBSEQUENT W/ ORLD SERIES APPEARANCE.



\WHAT WAS THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE DETROIT TIGERS AND THE CITY OF
DETROIT UNDER ILITCH OWNERSHIP?

UNDER ILITCH OWNERSHIP, THE DETROIT TIGERS HAD A CLOSE RELATIONSHIP WITH THE CITY OF DETROIT, AS MIKE ILITCH WAS
KNOWN FOR HIS EFFORTS TO REVITALIZE THE DOWNTOWN AREA AND SUPPORT LOCAL BUSINESSES.

How HAS THE OWNERSHIP STRUCTURE OF THE DETROIT TIGERS EVOLVED IN RECENT
YEARS?

IN RECENT YEARS, THE OWNERSHIP STRUCTURE OF THE DETROIT TIGERS HAS EVOLVED TO INCLUDE A FOCUS ON FAMILY
MANAGEMENT, WITH THE ILITCH FAMILY CONTINUING TO OVERSEE OPERATIONS WHILE ALSO EMPHASIZING COMMUNITY
INVOLVEMENT.
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