DIFFERENT TYPES OF HISTORY MAJORS

DIFFerReNT TYPES OF HISTORY MAJORS ARE ESSENTIAL FOR STUDENTS WHO WISH TO EXPLORE THE PAST AND UNDERSTAND
HOW IT SHAPES OUR PRESENT AND FUTURE. HISTORY IS A BROAD FIELD THAT ENCOMPASSES VARIOUS TIME PERIODS, REGIONS,
AND METHODOLOGIES. CHOOSING A HISTORY MAJOR CAN BE AN ENRICHING EXPERIENCE, ENABLING STUDENTS TO DEVELOP
CRITICAL THINKING, ANALYTICAL SKILLS, AND A DEEPER APPRECIATION FOR DIVERSE CULTURES AND EVENTS. IN THIS ARTICLE, WE
WILL EXPLORE THE DIFFERENT TYPES OF HISTORY MAJORS AVAILABLE TO STUDENTS, THEIR SPECIFIC FOCUSES, AND THE
POTENTIAL CAREER PATHS EACH MAY OFFER.

1. AMeERICAN HiISTORY MAJORS

AMERICAN HISTORY MAJORS DELVE INTO THE RICH TAPESTRY OF THE UNITED StATES PAST, EXAMINING THE POLITICAL, SOCIAL,
ECONOMIC, AND CULTURAL DEVELOPMENTS THAT HAVE SHAPED THE NATION. THIS MAJOR OFTEN COVERS A WIDE RANGE OF
TOPICS, INCLUDING:

® THE COLONIAL PERIOD AND THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION

THe CiviL W AR AND RECONSTRUCTION

THe CiviL RIGHTS MOVEMENT

¢ MODERN AMERICAN POLITICS AND SOCIETY

STUDENTS IN THIS MAJOR OFTEN DEVELOP SKILLS IN RESEARCH, WRITING, AND CRITICAL ANALYSIS, WHICH CAN LEAD TO
VARIOUS CAREER OPPORTUNITIES, INCLUDING:

e EpucATION (TEACHING AT VARIOUS LEVELS)

o PUBLIC HISTORY (WORKING IN MUSEUMS, ARCHIVES, OR HISTORICAL SITES)

o GOVERNMENT OR PUBLIC POLICY

¢ JOURNALISM AND MEDIA

2. EUROPEAN HisTORY MAJORS

EUROPEAN HISTORY MAJORS STUDY THE CONTINENT'S COMPLEX PAST, FROM ANCIENT CIVILIZATIONS TO MODERN EuroPE. THIS
MAJOR TYPICALLY INCLUDES THE EXPLORATION OF SIGNIFICANT HISTORICAL EVENTS AND MOVEMENTS, SUCH AS:

THE ROMAN EMPIRE AND ITS LEGACY

THE MIDDLE AGES AND THE RENAISSANCE

THE ENLIGHTENMENT AND THE RISE OF NATION-STATES

\WoRrLD W ARS AND THE CoLD W AR



W/ ITH A FOCUS ON CRITICAL ANALYSIS AND HISTORIOGRAPHY, STUDENTS CAN PURSUE CAREERS IN:

® INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS OR DIPLOMACY
e ACADEMIC RESEARCH AND TEACHING
e CULTURAL RESOURCE MANAGEMENT

e PUBLISHING AND EDITING

3. WoRLD HiIsTOrRY MAJORS

X/ ORLD HISTORY MAJORS TAKE A BROADER APPROACH, STUDYING GLOBAL HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENTS AND THEIR
INTERCONNECTIONS. THIS FIELD OFTEN EMPHASIZES THEMES SUCH AS:

e COLONIALISM AND IMPERIALISM

® THE RISE AND FALL OF EMPIRES

GLOBALIZATION AND ITS IMPACTS

e CULTURAL EXCHANGES AND INTERACTIONS

STUDENTS IN THIS MAJOR GAIN A GLOBAL PERSPECTIVE, PREPARING THEM FOR CAREERS IN:

NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS (NGOs)

® [NTERNATIONAL BUSINESS AND TRADE
e TRAVEL AND TOURISM

® EDUCATION AND COMMUNITY OUTREACH

4. SociAL HISToORY MAJORS

SOCIAL HISTORY MAJORS FOCUS ON THE EVERYDAY LIVES OF PEOPLE THROUGHOUT HISTORY, EXAMINING HOW SOCIAL
STRUCTURES, CULTURAL NORMS, AND INDIVIDUAL EXPERIENCES SHAPE HISTORICAL NARRATIVES. KEY AREAS OF STUDY MAY
INCLUDE!:

e (GENDER AND SEXUALITY

® RACE AND ETHNICITY

® |_ABOR AND CLASS RELATIONS

FAMILY AND COMMUNITY DYNAMICS



GRADUATES WITH A DEGREE IN SOCIAL HISTORY CAN FIND OPPORTUNITIES IN:

® SOCIAL WORK AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
e ADVOCACY AND POLICY-MAKING
e CULTURAL HERITAGE ORGANIZATIONS

® RESEARCH AND ANALYSIS FOR THINK TANKS

5. MILITARY HiIsTORY MAJORS

MILITARY HISTORY MAJORS INVESTIGATE THE ROLE OF WARFARE IN SHAPING HUMAN HISTORY. THIS SPECIALIZATION OFTEN
EXPLORES VARIOUS ASPECTS, INCLUDING!:

® BATTLE TACTICS AND STRATEGIES

® THE IMPACT OF WAR ON SOCIETIES

KEY MILITARY LEADERS AND THEIR INFLUENCE

e THE EVOLUTION OF MILITARY TECHNOLOGY

STUDENTS MAY PURSUE CAREERS IN:

e MILITARY OR DEFENSE ANALYSIS
e HISTORICAL PRESERVATION (E.G., BATTLEFIELD PARKS)
e EDUCATION AND PUBLIC HISTORY

L4 JOURNALISM FOCUSED ON MILITARY AFFAIRS

6. CULTURAL HisTORY MAJORS

CULTURAL HISTORY MAJORS EXPLORE THE WAYS IN WHICH CULTURE INFLUENCES AND REFLECTS HISTORICAL EVENTS. THIS
MAJOR OFTEN EXAMINES!

4 ART, LITERATURE, AND PHILOSOPHY

RELIGION AND BELIEF SYSTEMS

e POPULAR CULTURE AND MEDIA

® RITUALS AND TRADITIONS



CAREER PATHS FOR CULTURAL HISTORY GRADUATES CAN INCLUDE:

e ART AND MUSEUM CURATION
® MEDIA AND CULTURAL CRITICISM
o CREATIVE WRITING AND PUBLISHING

e ACADEMIC RESEARCH AND TEACHING

7. ENVIRONMENTAL HiSTORY MAJORS

ENVIRONMENTAL HISTORY MAJORS EXAMINE THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN HUMANS AND THE NATURAL WORLD THROUGHOUT
HISTORY. THIS INTERDISCIPLINARY APPROACH OFTEN INCLUDES:

® THE IMPACT OF INDUSTRIALIZATION ON THE ENVIRONMENT

o CONSERVATION MOVEMENTS

CLIMATE CHANGE AND ITS HISTORICAL CONTEXT

® THE ROLE OF INDIGENOUS CULTURES IN ENVIRONMENTAL STEW ARDSHIP

GRADUATES IN ENVIRONMENTAL HISTORY MAY PURSUE CAREERS IN:

ENVIRONMENTAL ADVOCACY AND POLICY

® RESEARCH FOR GOVERNMENTAL OR NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATIONS
® EDUCATION AND OUTREACH PROGRAMS

e URBAN PLANNING AND SUSTAINABILITY INITIATIVES

MAKING THE RIGHT CHOICE

CHOOSING THE RIGHT HISTORY MAJOR CAN BE A PIVOTAL DECISION FOR STUDENTS. HERE ARE SOME TIPS TO CONSIDER WHEN
SELECTING A MAJOR:

1. Assess YOUR INTERESTS: REFLECT ON THE TOPICS THAT EXCITE YOU THE MOST.

2. ConsIDER CAREER GOALS: THINK ABOUT POTENTIAL JOB OPPORTUNITIES RELATED TO EACH MAJOR.

3. CONSULT ADVISORS: SEEK ADVICE FROM ACADEMIC ADVISORS OR PROFESSORS IN THE HISTORY DEPARTMENT.

4. ExrPLORE COURSE OFFERINGS: REVIEW THE COURSES AVAILABLE FOR EACH MAJOR TO SEE WHICH ALIGN WITH YOUR
INTERESTS.



5. ENGAGE IN INTERNSHIPS: GAIN PRACTICAL EXPERIENCE IN FIELDS OF INTEREST TO HELP INFORM YOUR DECISION.

CONCLUSION

IN CONCLUSION, THE DIFFERENT TYPES OF HISTORY MAJORS OFFER STUDENTS A VARIETY OF PATHWAYS TO EXPLORE THE PAST
AND ITS RELEVANCE TO CONTEMPORARY SOCIETY. EACH MAJOR BRINGS UNIQUE PERSPECTIVES AND OPPORTUNITIES, EQUIPPING
GRADUATES WITH THE SKILLS NEEDED FOR DIVERSE CAREER PATHS. BY CAREFULLY CONSIDERING PERSONAL INTERESTS, CAREER
ASPIRATIONS, AND AVAILABLE RESOURCES, STUDENTS CAN MAKE INFORMED DECISIONS ABOUT THEIR ACADEMIC JOURNEYS IN THE
FIELD OF HISTORY. WHETHER YOU ARE PASSIONATE ABOUT AMERICAN HISTORY, WORLD EVENTS, OR CULTURAL DYNAMICS,
THERE IS A HISTORY MAJOR THAT CAN HELP YOU MAKE A MEANINGFUL IMPACT IN YOUR FUTURE CAREER.

FREQUENTLY ASkeD QUESTIONS

WHAT ARE THE PRIMARY TYPES OF HISTORY MAJORS OFFERED AT UNIVERSITIES?

THE PRIMARY TYPES OF HISTORY MAJORS TYPICALLY INCLUDE AMERICAN HISTORY, EUROPEAN HiSTORY, W ORLD HISTORY,
ANCIENT HISTORY, AND PUBLIC HISTORY, AMONG OTHERS.

WHAT IS THE FOCUS OF A PusLIC HISTORY MAJOR?

A PuBLIC HISTORY MAJOR FOCUSES ON THE APPLICATION OF HISTORICAL KNOWLEDGE IN PUBLIC CONTEXTS, INCLUDING
MUSEUMS, ARCHIVES, HISTORICAL SITES, AND COMMUNITY PROJECTS.

How DOES A MAJOR IN ANCIENT HISTORY DIFFER FROM ONE IN MeDIEVAL HISTORY?

A MAJOR IN ANCIENT HISTORY GENERALLY COVERS CIVILIZATIONS SUCH AS MESOPOTAMIA, EGYPT, GREECE, AND ROME, \WHILE
A MEDIEVAL HISTORY MAJOR FOCUSES ON THE MIDDLE AGESI EXPLORING THEMES LIKE FEUDALISM, THE CRUSADES/ AND THE RISE
OF NATION-STATES.

WHAT CAREER PATHS ARE AVAILABLE FOR SOMEONE WITH A W/ ORLD HISTORY MAJOR?

CAREER PATHS FOR W/ ORLD HISTORY MAJORS INCLUDE ROLES IN EDUCATION, RESEARCH, GOVERNMENT, INTERNATIONAL
RELATIONS, NON-PROFITS, AND CULTURAL INSTITUTIONS, AS WELL AS OPPORTUNITIES IN JOURNALISM AND PUBLISHING.

ARE THERE INTERDISCIPLINARY OPTIONS FOR HISTORY MAJORS?

YES/ MANY UNIVERSITIES OFFER INTERDISCIPLINARY OPTIONS FOR HISTORY MAJORS, ALLOWING STUDENTS TO COMBINE THEIR
STUDIES WITH FIELDS LIKE POLITICAL SCIENCE, SOCIOLOGY, ANTHROPOLOGY, OR ENVIRONMENTAL STUDIES.

\WHAT SKILLS DO HISTORY MAJORS TYPICALLY DEVELOP DURING THEIR STUDIES?

HISTORY MAJORS TYPICALLY DEVELOP STRONG ANALYTICAL, RESEARCH, WRITING, AND CRITICAL THINKING SKILLS, AS WELL AS
THE ABILITY TO INTERPRET AND SYNTHESIZE COMPLEX INFORMATION.

WHAT IS THE SIGNIFICANCE OF A HISTORY MAJOR SPECIALIZING IN GENDER STUDIES?

A HISTORY MAJOR SPECIALIZING IN GENDER STUDIES EXAMINES HISTORICAL NARRATIVES THROUGH THE LENS OF GENDER,
EXPLORING THE ROLES AND EXPERIENCES OF DIFFERENT GENDERS IN VARIOUS HISTORICAL CONTEXTS, WHICH CAN ENRICH
UNDERSTANDING OF SOCIAL DYNAMICS AND INEQUALITIES.
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